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Of all the maladies to which the human flesh is heir, there are 
none, perhaps, more perplexing to the young practitioner of med- 
icine than affections of the heart; and this is especially true in 
respect of the diagnosis between functional or semi-organic and 
organic diseases of the organ. In truth, no practitioner can be 
an expert in the diagnosis or treatment of these complaints, unles 
he has a profound knowledge of ausculation and percussion ; as. 
well as of physiology, pathology, natural philosophy, and acous- 
tics. The writer does not profess to be an adept in a single one. 
of these sciences. 

The object of this paper is merely to chronicle some observa-. 
tions on the functional and semi-organic diseases—without dis- 
cussing at all the organic diseases of the heart—and this, too, in 
a very — and cursory manner; and also to give a very brief 
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sketch of some cases which have occurred to him in practice, some- 
what illustrative of the several conditions herein discussed. 

‘One decade in the dark past of medicine every cardiac murmur, 
with the single exception of the so-called anemic or hygremic 
murmur, was regarded as a harbinger of an almost necessarily 
fatal issue—indeed, it was generally looked upon as a death knell. 

But the experience and investigations of the past ten years have 
wrought a wonderfully wholesome change in the minds of practi- 
tioners in regard to a great many of these murmurs. Murmurs 
that once gave rise to the most fearful forebodings, are now known 
to be of very trifling importance. For this change in our prog- 
nosis we are indebted to no one more than to Prof. DaCosta, of 
Philadelphia. 

The following are some of the conditions in which we hear these 
murmurs, viz: anemia, chlorosis, chorea, hysteria, spinal irrita- 
tion, fatty degeneration of the cardiac parietes, irritable heart, 
paralysis &c., &c. 

It is clearly my opinion that two pathological conditions, and 
only two, give rise to all these.murmurs, viz: hypertension-con- 
traction-spasm of the colamnz carne, and hypotension-flacidity- 
paralysis of the same. Itis only necessary for me to give the 
merest sketch of the structure and functions of the fleshy columns, 
tendinous chords (chorde tendine), and their attached valves. . 
The fleshy columns are the muscles of the valves, and the tendin- 
ous cords are the tendons of these muscles, and are also attached 
by the other extremity to the valves. It is very readily under- 
stood in what manner the valves are opened and closed by a suc- 
cessive contraction and relaxation of these fleshy columns is their 
strictly physiological condition—the columns and tendons being 
exactly suited in length to reach the auriculo-ventricular forami- 
na, and the valves being precisely suited in size to their openings. 

Now, it is perfectly apparent that these columns and cords can- 
not perfectly subtend the distance to the foramina if the former 
be in a condition either of excessive or diminished tension; for 
in the latter case the valve will be allowed to recede into the cor- 
responding auricle, and in the former condition, it will be arrested 
by the cords before it reaches the auriculo-ventricular foramen. 
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In both of these conditions there will be a regurgitation of blood 
from the ventricle to the auricle, through the imperfectly closed 
valve, and the resultant cardiac murmur. So it is very plain that 
in case we have either excessive condensation, or spasm, tonic or 
clonic of the fleshy columns; or, on the other hand, excessive 
relaxation or paralysis of the same, we have a murmur. It will 
be seen from the foregoing remarks that the immediate cause of 
systolic regurgitant murmurs alone have been accounted for by the 
opposite two lesions in question. And, in truth, from a practical 
stand-point, very little need be said in regard to diastolic func- 
tional mumurs: for they are seldom heard, and never, to my re- 
collection, by me. Williams is cited twenty years ago as saying 
that five-sixths of the murmurs that he had met with were not only 
regurgitant, but mitral regurgitant ; and that, too, at a time when 
the scope of the bellows murmur was limited almost exclusively to 
organic diseases of the organ. 

I do not wish to be understood as attributing the cause of these 
functional murmurs solely to increased or diminished tension of 
these fleshy columns ; for the cause is doubtless composite to some 
extent, the same pathological conditions extending to, and influ- 
encing and controlling the action of the valves themselves, as well 
as the cardiac parietes. 1 believe, however, that the fleshy col- 
umns act, by far, the most prominent part in the production of the 
abnormal sounds. 

So far as my observation goes—for I have only been paying 
particular attention to these abnormal sounds for the last five or 
or six years—the murmur has invariably been mitral regurgitant 
—that is, systolic, below, and to the left. And how does my phi- 
losophy accord with the anatomy and physiology of the heart ? 
The parietes of the left ventricle are three times as thick as those 
of the right; the columns carne are much more fully developed, 
and this is especially true of the columne papillares, of which 
there are only two—one of which is attached to each mitral valve 
at one extremity, by means of its tendinous cord; and by its other 
extremity to the walls of the ventricle. Now, it is very evident 
to me that if a part or organ is more strongly developed than an- 
other ergan, in order that it may be adequate to the performance 
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of a more arduous function, it will surely follow that a failure of 
this part to perform its duty, or a disposition to take upon itself a 
work of supererogation, will be attended with more manifest re- 
sults. And this is precisely true of the right and left sides of the 
heart; as well as of its systolic and diastolic action: and we 
would surely expect the mitral regurgitant murmur much more 
frequently from the foregoing pathological conditions. 

I have already alluded, incidentally, to the most frequent re- 
mote causes, or cause causarum, of these functional murmurs. 
Of the predisposing causes, the most frequent, according to my 
observation, are spinal irritation, irritable heart, paralysis, chorea, 
dyspepsia, epilepsy,.a general tendency to spasm, hysteria, the 
excessive use of tobacco, old age; the last stage of typhoid fever, 
and other diseases characterized by great depression of the physi- © 
cal organism; and last but by no means, the least frequent cause, 
the so-called hygremic condition of the blood. For, whilst I ad- 
mit that “blood runs thicker than water,”’ yet I am more disposed 
to attribute the murmur to imperfections of the channel than to the 
character of the flowing liquid. In respect to the murmurs so 
often heard in the last stages of typhoid fever, as well as the ir- 
regularity of the heart’s action, these are more likely to be due to 
the want of cardiac tension, than softening of the parietes—to 
which cause some writers have assigned their production. Although 
these causes are as diversified as possible, yet they are as recon- 
cilable as possible, when we remember that, although the heart is 
capable of contracting and dilating even when removed from the 
body, and totally severed from all nervous influence ; yet its ac- 
tion is greatly influenced by every kind of influence and emotion.* 

I know of no additional light that I can throw on the differen- 
tial diagnosis of functional and organic diseases of the heart. 
An opinion is only to be formed by experience, and a very careful 
and minute investigation of each particular case, together with a 
judicious appreciation of the data thereby elicited. In cases that 
turned out to be purely functional, I have heard the bruct de souffle, 
as well as the bruit de diable and bruit de scie. I have thought, 





*Through the catenation of the cerebro-spinal, par vagum, and ganglionic 
systems of nerves, 
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however, that when the objective symptoms are very palpable, and 
the physical signs very loudly developed, an opinion might be 
given in favor of functional disease—and especially so, in the ab- 
sence of hypertrophy or dilatation, or when the area of cardiac 
dullness is but very slightly increased. 

In regard to the prognosis, I have no hesitancy in saying that 
it is as favorable as possible, except in such cases as those in which 
paralysis, old age, fatty degeneration of the heart, the last stages 
of typhoid fever, and other low diseases stand as the remote cause. 
In truth, since I have been noticing these troubles particularly, 
every case has fully recovered except a youth who was dying of 
typhoid fever, and an old lady, whose case is still under con- 
sideration, and whose I shall report below. I have styled some 
of the cases semi-organic, for the reason that, although there is 
no histological change in the interior structure of the heart, as 
respects volume or appearance, or heterotopia of tissue; yet, in 
one of the pathological conditions which I have assumed to exist, 
there is diminished tension in the fleshy columns, and doubtless in 
the cardiac parietes ; and this in some cases is capable of super- 
inducing hypertrophy with attenuation of the walls, or eccentric 
hypertrophy. Although I have found the hypertrophy of dila- 
tation to exist in some cases to an appreciable extent, yet the 
heart ultimately returned to its normal proportions. Hence, I 
conclude that although the same causes exists by which true and 
false hypertrophy are produced in a heart which is organically 
diseased, viz: overdistention of the chambers, and an increased 
amount of work; and in consequence a compensative and con- 
servative hypertrophy; or, on the other hand, a deadly dilatation 
and attenuation of the walls: yet, whatever change may have 
been wrought is capable of being perfectly rectified. This radi- 
cal difference in the behavior of the two conditious is doubtless 
due to the kakoplastic metamorphoses that have taken place in the 
valves and orifices having extended to the cardiac parietes— 
whether these changes be of rheumatic origin, or softening, or 
fatty degeneration—and as a legitimate result leading to conpen- 
sative hypertrophy, or the more unfortunate result, eccentric hy- 
pertrophy with attenuation of the walls; both of which conditions 
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are perhaps incurable, and incapable of being rendered normal in 
their proportions. 

As respects the treatment of these murmurs, I have nothing to 
add, as it consists in merely rectifying the particular fault of sys- 
tem which stands as the predisposing cause of the case that may 
be under consideration, together with the judicious combination of 
such remedies as are known to have a specific action upon the 
heart and nervous centres. As I have already extended this pa- 
per beyond the limit compatible with the plan of this (our) journal, 
I will conclude by appending a very short sketch of a few cases 
illustrative of the symptoms and treatment of the conditions under 
consideration. 

Case 1. 1865. Mrs. , aged 29, married 11 years, without 
children; previous health bad; has been the subject of frequent 
and very severe attacks of inflammatory rheumatism, the last of 
which was in February, 1857 ; ever since the establishment of the 
catamenia has had amenorrhea, and annual, and sometimes semi- 
annual attacks of excessive metrorrhagia; had one of these a few 
months ago; rather anemic; weight about 130 pounds ; whilst I 
had my ear near the chest, I accidentally heard a cardiac murmur, 
which, upon examination, proved to be a mitral regurgitant mur- 
mur. It could be heard several inches from the chest, and was 
exceedingly loud. There seemed to be an appreciable increase in 
the area of precordial dullness. My friend, the late Dr. C. R. 
Harris, saw this case with me, and ascribed the murmur to anemia. 
I was disposed to fear that the trouble was the result of rheuma- 
tism. For over two years the treatment was tonic and expectant, 
with no change in the murmur, and very little in the general con- 
dition of the patient ; and but little hope of the favorable termi- 
nation of the case. In the spring of 1868 the symptoms became 
very much aggravated. The patient, on two or three occasions, 
fell almost lifeless upon the floor on rising in the morning; there 
were attacks of syncope; a good deal of pain and great distress 
were now experienced about the heart. Upon examination the 
murmur existed unchanged ; there was great tenderness on pres- 
sure of the spine between the scapule, and firm pressure greatly 
aggravated the heart symptoms. A more heroic treatment was 
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now instituted. I prescribed the iodide and bromide of potassium 
3 times a day, with a succession of blisters to the spine, and an 
occasional blister over the region of the heart. The symptoms 
began at once to improve; the patient’s comfort was greatly in- 
creased, and the murmur began to grow fainter. By the first of 
July the patient was able to take a trip; she traveled over the 
Western States of the Union until the middle of September. 
Whilst in Illinois she had an attack of intermittent fever, for the 
cure of which she took large doses of quinia. She returned home 
about the 15th of September cured, or nearly so, and has been in 
perfect health ever since. There is no murmur or other evidence 
of cardiac disease ; and the patient now weighs 165 pounds, Be- 
fore leaving this case, it is proper that I should mention that after 
her return in 1868, she was threatened with another attack of 
metrorhagia, for the control of which large doses of ergot were 
administered, which produced excessive uterine contraction and 
pain, with the expulsion from the uterine cavity of a cellular poly- 
pus the size of the end of the thumb; after which the hemorrhage 
ceased. I removed this polypus some weeks afterwards, and she 
has not had a hemorrhage since, and the catamenia have been reg- 
ular. This was doubtless a case in which spinal irritation and 
spasm of the fleshy columns produced the murmur. 


CasE 2. In the summer of 1868 I examined Mr. , aged 
about 30 years, with the late Dr. C. R. Harris. I was told that 
he had been a subject of heart disease for the last 8 or 10 years. 
He was reduced to an almost extreme degree of emaciation ; his 
appearance was haggard in the extreme, and, in short, the objec- 
tive symptoms were in the very highest degree typical of organic 
disease of the heart. His death was regarded by his friends and 
physicians as being near at hand, and only a question of time. 
He was the subject of very frequent attacks of something like 
syncope, from some of which he had barely recovered. His phy- 
sicians, some of them not only the best in his county, but equal to 
any in the State, had long since abandoned the case as hopeless. 
Upon examining him physically I found no murmur to exist at 
that time, nor was there any appreciable increase in the area of 
precordial dullness ; there were no physical signs indicating dis- 
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ease of the heart at this time, except some excitement of the or- 
gan. The patient was very calm at the time of examination, 
which was in the morning. Doubtless, there had been murmus and 
other cardiac disease which led his physicians to diagnose organic 
disease of the organ. I found dullness on percussion over the 
left infra-clavicular region, with broncophony and bronchial respi- 
ration. There was an extreme degree of. tenderness of the spine 
about the lower cervical and ‘upper dorsal vertebra... We diag- 
nosed the case as spinal irritation, and the trouble about the apex 
of the:left lung as being due to the result of passive congestion. 
To the amazement of the patient and friends, we gave as favora- 
ble a prognosis as possible. We prescribed 25 drops of the syr- 
up of the iodide of iron 3 times a day, to be washed down with a 
liberal amout of whisky; and directed that the spine be kept con- ° 
stantly pustulated with croton oil. The treatment was faithfully 
carried out, and he began to improve immediately. As he resided 
in an adjoining county, I did not see him again until the latter 
part of the year 1869, when he again visited his relatives in my 
neighborhood, in company with his blooming bride. He was then 
in the enjoyment of most excellent health. More than a year 
later he was a father anda widower—his wife having unfortunately 
died in her accouchment. This gentleman is now in very active 
business in the city of Richmond, Va., and he is, perhaps, as fine 
a specimen of manly vigor, as well as moral and Christian excel- 
lence, as. the city affords.* This. was a case of spinal irritation, 
producing an irritable heart, which had rioted in excess until the 
point of complete exhaustion had arrived. 

Casz 3. On May 27th, 1871, I was halted by a man on the 
road-side, who had followed me on foot some 8 or 10 miles, wish- 
ing to consult me about some heart trouble with which he was suf- 
fering. He was about 50 years of age, and presented a very 
care-worn and haggard appearance, and, withall, seemed to be 
very much depressed in spirits. I had treated this man in the pre- 
ceding January for functional paralysis ; it was general in its na- 
ture, and was evidently the result of exposure in extremely wet 
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* This gentleman is over six feet high, and increased in weight from 130 to 
175 or 180 pounds. 
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and cold weather without being protected with adequate clothing. 
In a few days the paralysis had almost disappeared, and he re- 
sumed his work as usual, and I saw nothing more of him until the 
above date, May 27th. 

He complained of great oppression about the chest, with some 
difficulty of breathing; he informed me that on rising in the 
morning he felt like fainting, and had actually fallen on the floor 
on several occasions. On putting my ear to his chest outside of 
his vest I'at once detected a startlingly distinct murmur of the 
heart. On closer examination it was very readily ascertained to 
bea mitral regurgitant murmur. There remained no outward 
manifestation of paralysis, except an inability to perform per- 
fectly the act of expiration. ‘There was very marked exopthalmos, 
especially so of the left eye. He complained of Seing very weak. 
I told him that he would probably get well, and prescribed the 
following pills: R.—Iron by hydrogen, dr ii; Pulv. digitalis ; 
Ext. nux vomica, aa grs xv; Water, qs.—M. Ft. pills No. 30. 
Sig. One to be taken three times a day. 

June 18, I visited this patient at his home, and found him very 
much improved in every particular ; murmur less distinct, but still 
plainly audible; has had no attack of syncope since I saw him, 
and is quite comfortable. Continue treatment. 

June 24.—Saw the patient again, and found him almost entirely 
relieved; murmur has entirely disappeared, and he feels quite 
comfortable with the exception of some degree of weakness. Con- 
tinue treatment; discharged. I saw this man some weeks after- 
wards on the road to see his brother, on foot, and he seemed to be 
quite well and active. 

This was doubtless a case of cardiac paralysis—the paralysis, 
for the most part being confined to the fleshy columns. This man 
became insane in the latter part of the year 1871, was confined in 
an asylum, and has since died. 

Casz 5—May, 1872. I was called to see Mrs. R., aged 88 years. 
She has had great difficulty of breathing for the last 36 hours, 
with inability to lie in the horizontal position; slept none last 
night ; she was sitting in her chair without any very marked trou- 
ble in breathing ; but great trouble whenever she attempts to lie 
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down ; complains of great weakness and loss of appetite; pulse 
about 93 to the minute, and very weak and intermittent; respira- 
tion 26; ausculation reveals the loudest mitral regurgitant murmur 
that I have ever heard ; it could be heard at a distance of 6 inches 
from the thoracic parietes ; auscultation and percussion yielded no 
other abnormal sounds. Her previous health has been excellent, 
and she is now quite robust for one of her extreme age; her fac- 
ulties and special senses are almost unimpared. She is rather an 
excessive smoker, and of late has been smoking a lot of very 
strong tobacco. R.—Aromat. sp. ammonia; camph. tinct. opii, 
aa dr ii; Sul. ether, dri—M. Sig. Take one teaspoonful every 
4 or 6 hours in some water ; ordered a liberal diet. 

May 8.—Symptoms very little changed, except the attacks of 
difficult breathing are not so frequent, and are very readily set ° 
aside by the ether mixture. Continue treatment. 

May 10th.—Patient much improved; appetite good ; can lie in 
any position without trouble of breathing; has had no attack of 
difficult breathing since my last visit; cardiac murmur less dis- 
tinct, but still plainly audible with ear resting on chest ; still com- 
plains of weakness. Continue other mixture pro re nata, and 
take following pills: R.—Iron by hydrogen, dri; Ext. nux vom- 
ica (al.); Pulv. digitalis, aa grsxv; Paste (tragacanth and glycer- 
ine), q.s.—M.- Ft. pills No. 80. Sig. One to be taken 3 times 
a day. 

May 13th and 25th—Patient now complains of nothing but 
some weakness; but the cardiac murmur is still audible; pulse 
very slightly intermittent ; appetite is good, and she thinks that 
she is nearly well. Continue treatment and diet. : 

June 12th.—Patient entirely recovered, objectively; but the 
murmur is still very slightly audible ; pulse almost entirely regu- 
lar. She says that she is as well as she ever was in her life. 
R.—Ext. nux vomica, (al.); Pulv. digitalis, aa, scru. i; water q. 8. 
M. Ft. pills No. 40. Sig. One to be taken every night and 
morning. Discharged. 

The cause of the cardiac trouble was, doubtless, in this case, 
composite; the remote cause being extreme age, excessively 
warm weather, and excess in smoking very strong tobacco ; the 
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exciting cause being want of tension in both the parietes and 
fleshy columns, with possibly some organic change in the valves 
themselves, as ossification or calcification, or atrophy, or some 
other change incident to extreme old age. I have no doubt but 
that the murmur has entirely left before this date; and a deaf 
doctor, or one too lazy to make a physical examination, would 
have pronounced her perfectly well at my last visit. 





FRACTURE OF FEMUR IN AN INFANT. 


BY A. A. LYON, M. D., COLUMBUS, MISs. 

On the 11th of March last, I was called to see Sarah W—, a 
child fifteen months of age, who was reported to have received 
an injury of the thigh. Upon examination, a distinct and com- 
plete fracture of the thigh-bone, about an inch above the junction 
of the middle with the lower third was clearly discovered. It 
appeared that the nurse, with the child in her arms, had fallen, 
and in the fall had produced this injury. 

The extreme youth of the patient, the comparative rarity of 
such cases, and the want of specific data for the treatment of such, 
led us to apprehend possible trouble, and unsatisfactory results. 

Of course, in a child of such tender years, requiring to be fre- 
quently moved in changing its clothes, &c., it was altogether im- 
practicable to resort to a fixed apparatus, including permanent 
extension and counter-extension, as in the case of adults or older 
children. In addition to this, another difficulty was presented in 
the contamination of the dressings by the urine and other dis- 
charges of the patient—a result that no possible care could en- 
tirely prevent, and which we feared might aid in producing pain- 
ful, and may be, ulcerous excoriation. 

Under these circumstances, we decided upon the following plan 
of treatment, as possibly promising the best results : 
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Two pieces of binders’ board, somewhat thinner than that usu- 
ally sold for surgical purposes, were cut so as accurately to fit the 
parts—the inner-splint to extend from the groin to the knee; the 
outer, from the trochanter to a point midway between the knee 
and the ankle. The limb was then extended and brought within 
the proper plane, the fracture adjusted as accurately as possible, 
and a roller bandage applied from the toes to the groin. The | 
splints, previously soaked in warm water, were then applied and 
fitted so as to enclose the thigh, as it were, in atube. Over this two 
other rollers were applied, and secured in the usual way, an ordi- 
nary stocking slipped on and the top tacked to the bandages. 
This served the better to keep the dressings in their place, and to 
prevent their soiling. 


The little patient was then transferred to a portable bed, which — 
in this instance consisted of the lid of an old trunk, with a pillow 
placed upon it. The object of this contrivance was for the con- 
venience of changing positions, as circumstances might require in 
nursing, dressing, &c, To the bottom of this bed, immediately 
under the limb, and parallel with its plane, was nailed a stout strip 
of wood, extending ten or twelve inches beyond the foot; to the 
end of this, and at right angles with it, was attached an upright 
post of the same dimensions ; in the top of which was fixed a pul- 
ley. A little cloth gaiter, very like a shoe without a sole, was 
fitted upon the foot; two tapes, terminating in one—or rather in a 
cord, were secured to its lower margins. This cord was passed 
over the pulley, and a bag containing one and a half or two pounds 
of shot was attached to the end by a hook, so as to be easily re- 
moved when necessary. The patient was ordered to be kept as 
quiet as possible, and great care to be observed in protecting the 
dressings with the rubber cloth. 

The pulley-weight apparatus will be recognized as substantially 
that of Dr. Gurdon Buck, for producing extension in fractures of 
the thigh. In this case, however, it was applied, not so much for 
the purpose of extension as to fix the limb of the little patient, 
without entirely abridging all motion. In the case of an active, 
vigorous babe of that age, it was not deemed desirable to confine 
the parts absolutely, neither, indeed—for reasons before indicated 
was it practicable. 
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No attempt whatever at counter-extension was made—not even 
the extension of the foot of the bed, as prescribed by Dr. Buck 
in the use of his appliance. Indeed, we relied very little upon 
extension even—not because we did not think it desirable, but 
because deemed it impracticable. If, however, the ingenuity of 
other surgeons can suggest in addition to our treatment, a conve- 
nient and efficient extension and counter-extension, we would 
recommend it as possibly promising the most satisfactory cure. 

In the treatment of this case, we were apprehensive, as before 
intimated, of two untoward results. First, deformity in consequence 
of the frequent and necessary change in the posture of the limb, 
Second, irritation and excoriation of the soft tissues, from the ab- 
sorption by the dressings of the discharges. Fortunately for the 
conduct of our case, as regards the first objection, our patient was 
remarkably good-natured, and lay very quietly during the whole 
period of its confinement, giving us no trouble whatever by her 
restlessness. The dressings were, however, very much saturated 
and contaminated by the urine, &c. and through a want of proper 
attention, more perhaps than was altogether necessary. As acon- 
sequence, conjoined with the chafing of the upper edges of the 
splints and bandages, considerable excoriation was produced, in- 
volving the entire circumference of the thigh; and we were a little 
uneasy as to possible results underneath the dressings. As the 
child, however, continued fat, healthy and quiet, and seemed in all 
other respects to be doing well, I determined not to endanger the 
healing fracture by a change, but continued the dressings as first 
applied for three weeks exactly, preferring to take the risk of in- 
jury to the soft parts. On the twenty-first day I removed the 
splints, a little sooner than I would have preferred to do, on ac- 
count of the sores which seemed to be increasing in gravity day 
by day. 

Upon stripping the limb, I found in addition to the excoriations 
above referred to, another more serious in the flexure of the knee. 
This latter seemed to be caused by a strip of roller that had slip- 
ped so as to leave exposed a part of the skin. A more careful 
application would have prevented this. The fracture was found 
firmly knit, and without any deformity, unless it be @ very little 
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shortening—so slight as scarcely to be appreciable. I think it 
likely the patient might have been put upon her feet immediately, 
but deemed it best, under the circumstances, to confine her a few 
days longer. A child, of course, could have no knowledge of its 
condition, and could exercise no discretion in the management of 
itself, and hence should not be trusted till the cure is absolutely 
complete. I ordered it therefore to be kept in bed a week or ten 
days longer, and applied loosely to the side of the limb a straight 
splint, merely to keep it quiet and in place. 

The excoriations were treated with dressings of simple cerate, 
and healed perfectly in a few days. 

At this juncture I was called away, and did not see my patient 
again for two weeks. When I returned I found it running around 
in the yard, apparently as well as it ever did. The mother in- . 
formed me that they allowed it to get up and walk four or five 
days after I left, which was less than four weeks from the time of 
the injury. 

In standing the patient up, and comparing the two limbs, cer- 
tainly no unsurgical eye could have determined which had been 
the injured one. I feel sure that the slight shortening will entirely 
disappear with the growth of the child. The result may therefore 
be considered as eminently satisfactory. 

I would remark, that I regard the binders’ board, prepared and 
applied as I have described, as affording perhaps the best possible 
splint that could be used in such cases. It possesses two most 
desirable properties: first, that of perfect coaptation to the parts, 
and next, that of immovable firmness (after it dries). Both of 
these will be recognized as essential qualities in a splint used in 
treating fractures of restless children. 

And still further, in order to obviate all danger or inversion or 
eversion of the foot, it should be guarded by a box completly cov- 
ering it in, or a wire made so as to prevent all contact with the 
bedding or other external agents. 
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ENLARGED PROSTATE—SUPPRESSED URINE~— 
REMEDY. 


ee 


BY J, C. KURT, M.D., TALLADEGA, ALA. 

There is perhaps no other gland in the human system, of ap- 

parently so little importance to its economy, which has given the 

hysician and his patients so much trouble as the prostate. 
Bitnated as it is, just between the two great outlets of the system, 
the urethra and rectum, securely attached to the former, and par- 
tially to the latter, it is not surprising that it should be greatly 
affected by any active disease in either. Hence, we frequently 
find the gland engorged, or congested and swollen, so that it 
presses upon the urethra, shutting it up, and obstructing entirely 
the passage of urine. When this occurs, then trouble begins to the 
patient as well as to his physician, unless proper means of relief 
are resorted to at an early period of the obstruction—which is 
rarely called for by the patient, often waiting and hoping by the 
use of some simple means to yet relief, until the difficulty becomes 
quite grave—the necessity for relief urgent, and the danger emi- 
nent. 

It was under these circumstances that the writer, several years 
since, was called to see his first case of this kind. It wasa young 
negro man, about eighteen years of age, apparently in good 
health, except, as he stated, the obstruction of his urine, which 
he said had then existed for twenty-four hours or more. The 
bladder could be distinctly felt through the walls of the abdomen, 
much enlarged, very tense, and exceedingly painful at short inter- 
vals, with the straining and ineffectual efforts at micturition. 

After many unsuccessful efforts, with a variety of instruments, 
and in various positions of the patient, to pass a catheter, and hav- 
ing tried the warm bath and other simple means, and all having 
utterly failed, and now, the symptoms becoming more urgent every 
hour—the patient in an agony in body, and his physician in quite 
as much of an agony mentally and professionally—it was manifest 
that some relief must be had soon, or the consequences might 
proveserious. Believing that a remedy which would produce speedy 
and complete relaxation of the system, might relieve the difficulty, 
it was determined to try venesection, upon Marshall Hall’s plan 
of standing the patient upright, and opening a large orifice in each 
arm, so as to secure the desired relaxation, with the least possible 
loss of blood. This was done, and to the great gratification of 
both physician and patient, about the time incipient syncupe was 
manifest the urine flowed freely. 
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The second case which occurred to the writer, was one in which 
a ‘brother chip”? had been in attendance for twenty-four hours 
or more, and had been completely foiled in all his efforts to relieve 
by catheters, and all other means that he had tried. The writer 
was called in consultation The patient was a youth about sixteen 
years old (white). Finding that all the ordinary means of relief 
had been perseveringly used for a considerable time, and no relief 
obtained, it was decided to try venesection, upon the same plan 
that had proved successful in my first case. This was done, and 
the result was prompt and complete relief. 

The same remedy has been since tried by the writer in a third 
and fourth case—the latter only a few days since, in an old man 
above sixty years of age. Some hesitation was felt in-trying such 
a remedy on such a patient, but when all other means had failed 
to give relief, and the patient seemed to be in such an agony that 
he could not live long, this was tried, and relieved him promptly. 

I shall not enter into any theoretical explanations in regard to 
this remedy. The facts are givenasthey occurred. Others with 
more skill might have passed the catheter successfully, or found 
some other means of relief. I am aware that many physicians of 
the present time will be ready to pronounce this practice merely a 
relict of “old fogyism,” as they fain to regard’ blood letting 
among the “obsolete remedies’ of a past age. Nevertheless, it is 
still the means of prompt and safe relief in the above mentioned 
cases, and many others which might be mentioned, when all others 
known to the writer have signally failed. 

I have had opportunity to know the history of the persons upon 
whom this remedy was used—some of them for several years— 
and there has not been any return of the difficulty. This, how- 
ever, cannot be attributed to any influence of the remedy. 

These cases have been furnished principally in compliance with 
a request made in the June number of the ComPANION, by Geo. 
F. Taylor, M. D., of Alabama, and hoping that they may be sug- 
gestive to the junior members of the profession in similar diffi- 
culties. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Scarporo’, Ga., July 19, 1872. 


Mess. Editors: I have concluded to write you a few lines in re- 
gard to Bronchocele (or Goiter), as it prevails here. 

There is a neighborhood: on the head waters of Lott’s Creek, 
containing about fifty families, and spread over a territory of about 
five by seven.miles, the female portion of which seems to be pre- 
disposed to this disease. I have been acquainted with the place 
for thirty years, and have practiced there for fifteen years. There 
is rarely a female that has arrived at purberty that is not afflicted 
with it.—It has been so with almost all the women raised there. 
There never was a male known to have it in that settlement. 

The disease yields readily to the iodine treatment.. It is seldom 
that a physician is consulted in regard to it (so well do they under- 
stand the treatment). Any young woman moving there takes it ; 
and those who are raised there and afterwards move out, get well: 
without any treatment whatever. The disease is seldom seen in 
any other locality that comes under my knowledge. There are 
several creeks that have their head branchesin that neighborhood. 
. There are also many spring branches. The soil is sandy ; growth 
principally pine, interspersed with broad-leaf blackjack. Growth 
on branches, black gum, pairm elder, white bay, titic, poplar and 
short-leaf pine. The drinking-water is obtained from wells, the 
average depth of which is about twenty feet.) The habits and 
diet of the people are the same as in other places.. Malarial fever 
seldom in that locality. Typhoid fever prevails there occasionally. 

The locality is noted for its extreme healthfulness in other re- 
spects. 

an great deal has been written and said on the disease in ques- 
tion. It seems not to be very well understood—at least its cause. 
I advance no theory, but simply state the facts. 


Yours with great respect, — +h 
H. W. LANE, M.D: 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


ee 


THE USE OF “FERRUM CANDENS” IN DISEASED 
JOINTS. 





BY A. W. CALHOUN, M. D. 





Every physician has had more or less to do with diseases of dif- 
ferent characters involving the various joints of the upper and 
lower extremities; and probably the experience of each and all 
will confirm the assertion that such, in general, may be classed 
amongst the most inflexible of all, affecting the body, and that, as . 
arule, their treatment is productive of less good fruit. Even 
when progressing favorably, the cure of all inflammations of the 
joints, more especially when chronic, resulting from whatever 
cause, is accomplished only after the careful and continuous man- 
agement of a series of months or even years, which naturally 
enough, is exhausting to the patience both of the sufferer and sur- 
geon; and the latter. not. unfrequently finds himself at that un- 
pleasant point where he is more than willing to surrender his case 
into the hands of..any professional brother who can afford relief. 

In the course of ‘the last six or eight months, I have had the 
opportunity of witnessing the treatment of a large number of dis- 
eased joints in various hospitals and clinics, and of following the 
progress of most of the cases from beginning to end; and I beg 
leave to report the results of my observations and a few of: the 
cases. 


Of course, in these affections, as in all others, cases are brought 
into hospitals suffering from every stage of the disease, and with 
their diseases depending upon almost every imaginable cause; in 
short, cases presenting usually an unfavorable prognosis, resulting - 
from long delay, bad nutrition, improper management, and a mul- 
tiplicity of other causes. As a commencement with each individ- 
ual, the milder remedies are brought into use, such as rest, ban- 
daging, counter-irritants of various kinds, &c:—which in an occa- 
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sional case is sufficient to check the disease; but in the majority 
of instances, after a reasonable trial; all of these are cast aside, 
as possessing in themselves no essential good, and other more 
severe and more deeply impressing means or applications brought 
forward. The favorite and well deserving remedy is ‘ Ferrum 
Candens,”’ followed by the confinement. of the limb in a plaster of 
Paris bandage. The results of this treatment strongly recom- 
mend it; for where the disease is not already beyond recall, its 
working is most flattering, and, in comparison to other methods, 
rapid. 

As is well known, scrofulous and phthisical patients are the 
most frequent subjects of joint troubles—the seed of the disease 
being sown, as it were, when the sufferers are spoken into life. 
In fact, experience has taught us, that.even when no constitutional 
symptoms have previously manifested themselves, the appearance 
of such affections should always excite suspicion and investiga- 
tion, since they with constitutional ills so often go hand in hand. 
This portion of Europe is no exception to this rule, for, according 
to my observation, two-thirds or three-fourths of the long list of 
cases of joint affections, belong to the above class of constitutional 
maladies, and at first glance present the opposite of a good prog- 
nosis, under whatever treatment. Yet even amongst these, the 
influence af the “hot iron” and the auxiliary management, works 
most satisfactorily upon the local troubles, and brings to a cure 
numbers of these diseases that had formerly withstood a multitude 
of means, in the hands of the most skilled and experienced, and 
is now adopted as a standard remedy in all the hospitals of Ber- 
lin, and fast growing in favor with the surgeons of this city, 
Vienna. 

By no means is it intended.to lay before your readers this par- 
ticular treatment of inflammation and other joint affections, as a 
new.idea—as.something hitherto unknown or untried; for just 
the opposite isa well known fact, viz.: that it was in existence, 
but.improperly practiced by our predecessors far in the past, and 
been: handed down to.the present. generation to be made practi- 
cally useful. .; Like all other remedies of similar severe nature, it 
has.from its introduction. had its stout opponents, and has many 
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times fallen and’ been again raised by some appreciative hand— 
each time taking a firmer foothold in the affections of the profes- 
sion. ‘To a few bright medical lights of our own age belong’ the 
honor of having: brought it into ‘such use, and for such diséases 
as to make it, so to speak, a boon to the unfortunate, and prom- 
ising a rich harvest for the future. Specially prominent amongst 
these, are Profs. Langenbeck, of Berlin, and Billroth, of Vienna 
—the latter giving also’a special place to “‘Galvano Caustic,” 
which, to a great extent, is ‘‘ Ferrum Candens” in a modified 
form. 

The diseases in which this has beén particularly used (not ’ex- 
clusively, however), have been inflammations in the various joints, 
secondary to a constitutional taints of the system, dropsical swell- 
ings, and inflammations resulting from and continuing after direct. 
injury. : 

Below I give a few cases illustrating the mode of procedure, and 
rapidity of the good effect, which shows itself in a short time, 
when at all to be attained by this treatment. Under each case is 
given also, in a few words, the entire after treatment, &c. 


Dropsy of the Knee Joint.—Woman, aged 40, of quite a deli- 
cate constitution, and mother of several children; has been con- 
fined to her room for several months from a dropsical inflammation 
of the right knee joint, and having been treated since its first ap- 
pearance, in numberless ways, both constitutionally and locally, 
without effect, in her own house, is to-day, February 19th, 1872, 
brought into hospital. The joint is immensely enlarged, showing 
much fluid upon palpation; feverish and painful ‘to the touch. 
All other means having been thoroughly tested, Prof. Langenbeck 
decided to make immediate use of the ‘‘actual cautery.” Patient 
is chloroformed, and the iron, heated to a “ white-heat,” applied 
above and below the Knee, and’ on either side, leaving free the 
popliteal space. The cautery is used to the extent of burning 
through and completely charring the entire epidermis, with which 
it comes in contact, as this is thought requisite to produce a suffi- 
cient amount of external inflammation to relieve the joint itself, 
and bring about absorption. ‘The limb is slightly flexed and en- 
veloped in a wet roller, or bandage, from about midway between 
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foot and knee to midway between knee and hip joint, and still over 
this wadding and the bandage of plaster of Paris. Patient is put 
at absolute rest in bed, and no internal medicines given, aside from 
opiates. At the end of ten or twelve days, this bandage was_re- 
moved, the parts cleansed from the slight suppuration of the 
wounds, and a new one of similar character applied. After the 
expiration of a like interval, this second plaster bandage was also 
removed, and the limb found mostly healed of the burns, the 
swelling reduced, and the joint but slightly sensitive upon pres- 
sure. She suffered but little pain, and almost no fever, during 
this treatment of three or four weeks, From this time on the 
common cloth bandage was used, and patient kept quiet for sev- 
eral weeks, when she was dismissed—all of her previously annoy- 
ing and dangerous symptoms having disappeared, and only a mod- 
erate amount of stiffness remaining. 

It is probably well to make mention, that when applying the 
plaster of Paris bandage, the leg must be slightly flexed at, the 
knee, as the pain following the laying on of the bandage upon a 
perfectly extended limb, is apt to lead one to suppose it to be al- 
together too tight, and suggest its removal, when in fact the pain 
is entirely due to the inconvenient position of the leg. 

Sometimes it happens, but not usually, that the accumulation of 
pus resulting from the burns, causes the removal of the bandage, 
and its subsequent removal. More generally the suppuration is 
not so very profuse, soon drying underneath the bandage, and do- 
ing no.harm. This point must of course be looked after by the 
surgeon, and managed as the case demands. 

Two other cases of dropsical knee joint were in like manner 
treated, a few days after the one aboved noted, and as the nature 
of the affection in each instance was so similar (with the exception 
that in the two last, the-sensitiveness of the joints was much less) 
and the treatment so exactly the same as in the first, it is unne- 
cessary to give any further report of their management or after 
progress. In one of the last the knee was punctured by the Tro-* 
car, and the fluid drawn away, and a small quantity of tincture 
iodine injected. The cautery and plaster of Paris bandage were 
then used as described in.the first case. These cases also recoy- 
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ered in a short time, without any evil symptoms whatever attend- 
ing their progress to cure. 

Chronic Inflammation of Wrist Joint.—Man aged 25. Several 
months ago, without any apparent cause, the joint became very 
painful to the touch, and has continued to increase in size and 
sensitiveness, until at present, March 2nd, 1872, the wrist is a 
large, angry-looking, swollen and painful mass, upon which, in 
the past few months, the virtue of such applications as irritating 
fluids and ointments, and all manner of bandaging, has been ex- 
hausted, without benefit. All of these are now dispensed with, 
as unsuited to the case, and after chloroforming the patient, the 
“Ferrum Candens” is applied over the whole of the posterior 
portion of the joint, burning entirely through the skin, and, as in . 
the former cases, leaving it in a charred condition. Covering the 
parts with wadding and a flannel roller, immediately placed on the 
plaster of Paris bandage, including not only the wrist itself, but 
the hand and entire fore-arm, as this insures absolute rest of every 
muscle exerting any influence upon tke joint. On March 23d the 
bandages were removed, when the burns were found slightly ulcer- 
ated, but presenting a healthy appearance. During these three 
weeks patient has suffered not the least inconvenience from weight 
of bandages, &c. (taking daily his usual exercise), and the previ- 
ous continual pain has diminished ‘to a dull, heavy, unpleasant 
sensation in the parts, which can reasonably be attributed to the 
burns themselves. Dressing the wounds with simple ointment, 
applied the common roller bandage, and will, if necessary, re-apply 
in a few days the plaster of Paris. 

March 29th—In the last few days has improved rapidly in all 
respects—wounds having nearly healed, and the pain entirely dis- 
appearing. 

Two weeks after this, patient presented himself, having no pain, 
the parts nearly of their normal size, and no undue sensitiveness. 
Is directed to wear a loose bandage around his wrist, and his arm 
in @ sling, and to give his hand rest for a few weeks longer. As 
he made his appearance at'the clinic no more after this time, it is 
reasonable to suppose a perfect cure followed. 

Inflammation of Knee Joint (Osteo Porosa).—Man aged 26.— 
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When 14 years of age, (now 18 years ago), patient fell, and so 
injured his knee, that severe inflammation ensued; but by long 
continued treatment, the joint became once more free. One or 
two years ago he again fell, injuring the same knee, which having 
since then greatly enlarged, and being continually inflamed, is a 
source of great trouble and pain—compelling his almost constant 
confinement to his room or his bed. The nature of the swelling 
and inflammation constitute that affection known as ‘ Osteo Po- 
rosa.” The gradual contraction cf the muscles has drawn the 


limb very near to aright angle, and partial anchylosis has also 
resulted. 
Chloroform is administered and the “ Ferrum Candens ” applied 


March 13th, 1872, on each side of the knee, above and below, leav- 
ing the epidermis over the patella and in the popliteal entire. A 
simple wet bandage is placed over the entire extremity, the patient 
put to bed, and by the use of heavy weights, the leg gradually 
straightened to a position in which it can be made hereafter use- 
ful. This occupied several days, at the end of which time the 
plaster of Paris bandage is used, and allowed to remain three or 


four weeks, when afterwards the ordinary bandages were substi- 
tuted. . 
The parts improved rapidly—the pain and inflammation dis- 


appearing altogether, and the swelling to some extent—the pa- 
tient. suffering in the meantime but little, as a consequence of this 
apparently severe treatment. Of cotirse anchylosis and a certain 
amount of enlargement of the joint will continue; but the chief 
point has been accomplished, viz: the dissipation of the inflam- 
mation and pain, which had so long made the patient's life a bur- 
den to him. In this condition—that is, with the constant pain 
and chronically inflamed state of the joints, of several years’ dura- 
tion, removed, he is dismissed a few weeks later, with the limb, al- 
though anchylosed, in an infinitely better condition and position 


for future usefulness. 

At all events, this remedy, in the hand of the prudent, is a source 
of no evil—on the contrary, its timely and cautious use, not un- 
frequently influences wonderful and rapid changes for the better-— 
and to those who may have been unsuccessful in similar diseases, 
with other means, this is suggested as possessing properties and 


qualities well worthy of trial. 
Vienna, June 15th, 1872. 
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PART II. 


Abridged Extracts and Gleanings from our € xchanges 


MULIUM IN PARVO. 





CHRONIC CHILLS. 





During the two last years I have had ample opportunities to 
test the powers of quinine in curing chronic chills. I have, dur- 
ing this time, experimented a good deal with other remedies, on 
quite a number of cases, differing widely in temperament, consti- 
tution and habits. ’ 

I find some who have been afflicted with a malarial trouble for 
months, and some for years even, that have tried everything pre- 
scribed by different physicians, without any permanent benefit 
whatever, only an occasional release from the paroxysms for a 
few days. Some of these cases have, through this time, become 
very anemic, weak and desponding; while others have enjoyed 
apparent good health, and been able to perform any kind of man- 
ual labor as usual, 

Some of these patients had been fed on quinine, in large doses, 
for two Or three months in succession, without any permanent 
relief, Someidiosyncrate cases have become so affected nervously, 
by the protracted use of the drug, that they could not bear even 
a small dose of it; while others could take large doses and scarcely 
feel it, and still have their chills at the regular turn, as if nothing 
had been done to prevent them. 

The above cases and their treatment prove to my mind that 
quinine is not a specific (as some would have. it) for chills in the 
chronic form. We all acknowledge its great virtue in acute cases, 
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and in all cases of periodic fevers, and in many other periodic 
diseases, of whatever origin; but to say that it alone is capable of 
curing all chronic cases of @ mazarial origin, is saying too much. 
It frequently does this work handsomely, when combined with 
other things: e. g.: I find that the following combinaticn rarely 
ever fails to cure the purely. aneemic cases : 


R.—Mur. tr. iron, ; : F f oz ss. 
Sul, quinine, ‘ . noe) tr 
Aquee pure, , f oz iijss.—M. 


S. Teaspoonful every hour for six hours before the expected 
chill, on two chill days, or until the paroxysms are broken; then 
the same dose three or four times a day for 30 days. 


If the patients prefer it in pills, I use the following : 


R.—Vallett’s mas. of iron, é : dr j. 
Sul. quinine, ‘ : . grs xi. 
Pulv. opium, . ; » .. . grs iv.—M. 


Ft. pil. No. 20. 
S. Take one pill every hour for six hours before the chill ; after 
it is broken take one pill 3 or 4 times a day for 380 days or more. 


Anemic cases troubled at the same time with nervous derange- 
ment and general debility, weak appetite, and irregular bowels, 
are admirable improved, and generally cured, by this recipe, 
which I obtained from the Louisville Dispensary : 


R.—Sul. cinchonia, ; : ‘ : ee 
Sul. iron, é ‘ , , dr iv. 
Sul. strychnia, .. . - + grs ij. 
Sul. copper, .. ‘ ‘ -  grs iv. 

. Aromat. sul. acid, eer ; oz j-ij. 
Aque distil. ‘ ‘ oz viij.—M. 


8. Teaspoonful 3 or 4 times a ‘dey for 30 or 60 days. It 
sometimes nauseates the stomach if.taken before breakfast ; this, 
however, is soon overcome by taking the morning dose an hour 
after breakfast. 


The administration of this preparation should be combined with 
the cold shower-bath every morning. 

The above recipes rarely ever disappoint me, with the anemic 
and debilitated, when persevered in, with the help of good diet and 
proper prudence. 

Now comes the other class of cases spoken of, to wit: those 
whose health is not materially effected by the recurring chills. 
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And some of these are very obstinate to treat, as there are no par- 
ticular indications calling for any special treatment. Such cases 
of course must be very closely scrutinized, in order to ascertain 
the idiosyncracy, temperament, habits of body, and the peculiar 
taste of the patients, or the treatment must be guess work. 

If I find, in such cases, any strumous tendency, I use iodine or 
iodide potass, which generally succeeds. If there is any tendency 
to hepatic or gastric derangement, I use the nitro mur. acid, in 
six-drop doses every two hours, for 10 or 12 hours before the 
chill ; after that is broken, then take 10 drops threg or four times 
a day, for a month or two. 

If I find a gouty or rheumatic diathesis, I give the alkalies, 
colchicum, &c., or iodide potass., if chronic. If I find any cutane- 
ous troubles, I use arsenic alone. 

When I find a case without any of these peculiarities, that won’t 
get well under ordinary treatment, I then guess at opium, chino- 
dine, gelseminum, capsicum, change of diet, habits, vocation, lo- 
cation, &c. 

I have cured several cases recently with chinodine, where no 
debility nor any organic derangements seemed to be present. 

I offer these few remarks and recipes to the profession, with 
the hope that they may benefit some brother who has, like myself, 
been thwarted and teased by some such obstinate and peculiar 
cases. J. D. Tucker, M.D. 





A GOOD LOCAL ANESTHETIC, 





Attentive readers of the CompaNion will recollect the high re- 
commendation of Dr. Neasley, (October No., 1871), of a combi- 
nation of rhigolene, oil of peppermint, and colodion, as a specific, 
which he says, “will, under almost any circumstances, when the 
part is accessible, relieve the patient instantaneously; its effects 
are magical,” in facial neuralgia, hemicrania, odontalgia, and 
lumbago. On seeing his article, we immediately devised, and have 
been using ever since, (with unfailing success) the following 
formula : 
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R.—Albumin of Egg, : : , 02 j. 
Rhigolene, : : ‘ dr iv. 
Oil of peppermint, —. : : dr ij. 
Colodion, 
Chloroform, . : , - aa dr j.—M. 


Agitate occasionally for 24 hours, and by gelatinization a beau- 
tiful semi-solidified opedildoc-looking compound results, which will 
retain its consistency and hold the ingredients intimately blended 
for months. 

In the above we find a local agent of signal potency in all neu- 
ralgic affections, and for the relief of pain generally. 

Apply by smart friction with the hand, or gently with a soft 
brush or mop along the course of the nerve involved. 

For irritable ulcers, spread on lint or linen. May also be used 
by placing a pledyet of lint or cotton in a quinine bottle, well sat- 
urated with the compound, and applying to the painful part until 
a smarting sensation is produced. 

We mention in connection, we are using equal portions of the 
above and carbolic acid cerate to a painful open cancer of the face 
with the happiest results—at least so far as complete control of a Il 
pain is concerned. . 

Send around to your druggist and try a bottle. 

J. Knox Hope, M. D. 








AstuMa Curep BY Russine.—Dr. Geo. Gaskoin says: 


Tn ‘the summer of 1870, I was summoned to a lady suffering 
from an acute attack of asthma. For several nights she had been 
restricted to the sitting posture, bent over a table, with the fore- 
head resting on her hands. The distress was very great indeed. 
She was subject’to frequent attacks of the kind, complicated to a 
very moderate extent with catarrh and bronchitic exudation. Her 
physician, a gentleman who holds high professional rank, was out 
of town. Nothing had been omitted in the treatment, which of 
late was simply palliative. She was recognized as constitutionally 
asthmatic, and httle hope was entertained of permanent amend- 
ment. The asthma first occurred on the subsidence of nervous 
symptoms a few years previous. It had not, as far as I am aware, 
any marked organic basis. There was observable on the legs an 
eczematous eruption, under these circumstances, I directed that 
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the chloroform liniment of the British Pharmacopeia should be 
rubbed briskly into the chest for an hour’s space, if possible; and 
this was done daily by a very efficient attendant, who had sufficient 
intelligence to comprehend and carry out the treatment., Very 
early much relief was experienced. On the return of her physi- 
cian to town at the end of three days, she was already so very 
much changed for the better that he directed the treatment to be 
continued. From that time it consisted in the daily repetition of 
the rubbing process for a month, or nearly so, without aid from 
medicine, and with little restriction as to diet. Beyond the infor: 
mation I received that she was daily improving, I had really little 
or nothing to do with her professionally after one or two visits, 
Under the hrnds of her attendant, she speedily got rid of the 
asthma. The patient went out of town in the autumn, and‘ en- 
joyed perfect health and spirits. She took much walking exer- 
cise, with exposure, in the cold of the ensuing winter; and, what 
is very singular, two years have since elapsed, with no return of 
asthma. 


Hoorrne Covueu.— 


R.—Dilute nitric acid, ‘ . ‘ dr xii. 
Comp. tinct. cardamon, ‘ ‘ 9 si OR) tile 
Simple syrup, ‘ » ; - 0% lijss. 
Water, , ‘ ‘ : o-, : 


S. For a child one or two years old, a teaspoonful may be giv- 
en ever hour or two. 


Croton-CHLoRAL Hyprate.—The effect of this agent has been 
tried on the human subject in the Berlin Hospital. . In a child; to 
whom it was given, complete anesthesia of the parts supplied. by 
the trigeminus nerve was produced, while the reflex irritability of 
the rest of the body was retained. The pulse and respirations 
were unchanged in number throughout. Further researches, on 
insane persons gave the sams result, and Dr. Liebreich concluded 
therefrom that croton-chloral-hydrate has the property of inducing 
profound narcosis without interfering with other organs than the 
brain; while a correspondingly deep narcosis produced by chloral 
is accompanied by general ansthesia and by dangerous lowering 
of the heart’s action.—Medical Advance. 

[The dose, we learn from practitioners who have.used it for in- 
somania, facial neuralgia, and in cerebro-spinal meningitis, is five 
or six grains for an adult.—Medical World. 
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SuBcuTANEovus InsEcTION or MorPHIA AND CHLOROFORM.—In 
El Progreso Medico, April 1, we see it mentioned that Dr. Nuss- 
‘baum has, from a desire to lessen the dangers of chloroform by 
diminishing the dose necessary to obtain anesthesia, made use of 
subcutaneous injections of morphia simultaneously with chloroform 
inhalation. The combination of the two substances, it seems, has 
been studied by Claude Bernard with good results, and has been 
applied to surgery and also in obstetrics. From experiments made 
by MM. Labbe and Goujon, of which an account was given to the 
Academy of Sciences (Gaz. Med. de Paris), it results that, by 
making an injection of small doses of morphia before giving chlo- 
roform, we obtain a far longer sustained anethesia, with very little 
chloroform ; and it is certain that the dangers of this medicament 
are in direct relation with the quantity breathed by a patient.— 
This is a great step, says the Progresso Medico, since great risk 
is spared to the patient, whilst at the same time the local and gen- 
eral sensibility of the patient is lessened. 


VALUABLE: Tonrc,.— 


R.—Extract conii, , . ‘ , dr i. 
Sesqui-oxydi ferri, ‘ : ‘ dr ij. 
Tinct, columbe, j : ; f oz iss. 
Syr. tolutan, A 5 . f 02 83. 

Ol. gaultheriz, Settee “a 5 TO) Geeeee 
Aquee font., . . £f oz ij.—M 


S. Teaspoonful morning and night. 
Useful during convalescence and in all debilitated and anzmic 
cases. 


IopINE Satts IN SyPHiLis.—In a paper on ozcena read. before 
the London Medical ‘Society by Dr. Prosser James, he said that 
he had ootained important results in syphilitic diseases of the 
throat, nose, and mouth from other iodine salts besides that of 
potassa. It is clearly not the potash that cures syphilis, and feel- 
ing this, he gave full trial to iodide of sodium. . Sodium isa constitu- 
ent of the frame, and is always more easily assimilable than pot- 
ash. The sodic salt is more- pleasant to the taste; weight for 
weight it contains more iodine than the potassic salt.. Iodide of 
calcicum. was also pronounced an excellent preparation. Itis eas- 
ily borne by the system, and much more agreeable to take. It is 
really desirablethat the profession should recognize that all the 
salts of iodine are not so: ‘unpalatable as the one in common use, 
—T he Dootor.* 
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VaLuE oF SaLt.—This substance is remarkable as constituting 
the only mineral eaten by man, Not. only does it afford an indis- 
pensable and wholesome condiment for our tables, but it forms an 
essential constiuent of the blood, and supplies to the human sys- 
tem the loss sustained by saline secretions. Its antiseptic prop- 
erties are invaluable; but although it preserves, it ultimately 
changes and deteriorates the quality of the food to: which it is 
applied, rendering the same innutritious and indigestible; for salt, 
notwithstanding its being a strong stimulant to the animal fibre, 
is not convertible into nutriment. This is the cause why sailors 
who subsist long upon salted provisions are subject to the sea- 
scurvy. Its medicinal qualities are also remarkable. While all 
other saline preparations tend to cool, this bus heats the body, 
and engenders thirst. Some years ago a medical man wrote a 
brochure, in which he condemned the use of salt, attributing to it 
all the diseases to which flesh is heir. The poor fellow, eventually 
committed suicide. Only lately a book has appeared in which the 
writer, who is a physician, recommends salt as a sure antidote to 
the contagion of small-pox. Doctors will of course disagree ; but 
as Variola is acknowledged to arise from -a diseased or poisoned 
condition of the blood, the due use of salt may possibly form a 
safe and effective specific, Salt is not only an agreeable condi- 
ment, but also an indispensable requisite. When moderately used 
it acts a gentle stimulant to the stomach, and gives a piquancy 
and relish to for food. In Africa the high caste children suck 
rock-salt as if it were sugar, although the poorer classes of natives 
cannot so indulge their palates. Hence the expression in vogue 
among them, “ He eats salt with his victuals,” signifying ‘hat the 
person alluded to is an opulent man. In those countries where 
mineral salt is not procurable, and where the inhabitants are far 
removed from the sea, a kind of saline powder is prepared from 
certain vegetable products to serveinits stead. Indeed, 'so highly 
is salt. valued in some places—such as) Prester John’s country— 
that from its very scarcity, it is employed as a:substitute for mo- 
ney.— Good Health, February, 1872, from Food Journal. 


PILL FoR CoNSTEPATION.— whe rey off 
R.—Sanguinarie pulv. 
Rhei pulv., ; . . aa. dr j. 
Saponis, . , ‘ seru ij.—M. 


Make 82 pills, §. One pill-every morning and night. 

Dr. Green remarks: “ We, are assured ‘by an old dnd: experi- 
enced physician, that he hag succeeded in overcoming habitual 
pearonn more frequently with, this pill than with any: other 
axative.”’ 
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To Prevent Pitrina From SMmAuLu-Pox.—Dr. A. L. Leach 
(Medical Times, June 15, 1872), remarks: 


I wish to call attention to a preparation that I have used in sev- 
eral cases of confluent variola with great success. It consists in 
the carbonate of lead, the ordinary white-lead of the paint-shops 
—recommended by Professor Gross, and so successfuly used in 
the treatment of burns. My mode of using it is to add to the 
paint a sufficient quantity of linseed oil to make it of the consist- 
ence of rich cream, and then, by means of camel hair pencil, ap- 
ply it to the face, I have done this in the vesicular stage of the 
eruption, but perhaps it might be well to use it even earlier—in 
the papular stage. A few applications form a complete covering 
to the face, at once excluding all possible access of air or light. 
It is soothing to the parts, allaying irritation, and quieting the 
inflammation, and in those cases where I have used it has been 
effectual in preventing the pitting. It commends itself from its 
easy mode of application, its cheapness, the readiness with which 
it is obtained, and from the facts that it disposes of the dark room 
so religiously observed by many practitioners, and that a few ap- 
plications render all future interference unnecessary. 

While upon the subject of small-pox, I will add that for the 
delirium of this disease, which at times amounts to violence, and 
is annoying to the friends of the patient and physician, I have 
found the bromide of calcium of signal benefit. — 


*Jackson’s Coven Syrup.”—According to the Cincinnati 
Lancet and Observer, the formula for this preparation has not been 
uniform, and therefore the Cidcinnati College of Pharmacy has 
recently presented the subjoined one as a uniform standard: 


R.—F. ext. ipecac, ; , ‘ 02 88. 
Fl, ext. senegee (oz j. Rad. senege to fl oz j). dr iij. 
Fl. ext. Rhei, ‘ F é . driv. 
Syr. simplex, . : o- . 0% XXXj. 
Morphia murias, . ‘ ° gr viij. 
Ol. sassafras, . , . gtte xxxij.—M. 


Ft. mistura. 


Dr. GavsTER, oF VIENNA, ON CoLorAL Hyprats.—lIn the cur- 
rent number of the Memorabilien, Dr. Gauster mentions a case of 
tetanic spasms, in a woman: pregyant five. months, which he suc- 
ceeded in successfully treating by subcutaneous injection of mor- 
phia, and one drachm of chloral given in Liebreich’s formula, In 
seven days of treatment the attack of tetanus were arrested, 











480 The Georgia Medical Companion. 





Cotp Foon ror Inrants.—Dr. J. H. T. King, (Medical Times, 
June 15th, ’72), says: 

Instead of giving warm milk, I have adopted the plan of giving 
cold milk entirely—ordering the babe’s bottle to be kept standin 
in iced water in summer and in cold place in winter. This metho 
Ihave found, from practical experience, to answer remarkably 
well. If there is any tendency to diarrhea, I recommend the 
milk to be heated to 212° F., and afterwards allowed to get quite 
cold before being used. In private practice, I am of opinion that 
bottle-fed infants generally have their food given them too warm. 


For GonoRRE@A.— 
R.—Cubebs (recently pulverized), 
Alcholic extract of cubebs, : aa dr iss. 
Make 60 pills. 
S. Three pills three times a day, to be increased to four, five or 
six pills. 
This is very efficacious, and generally better borne than any 
balsamic preparation. 


Another : 
R.—Powdered camphor, . . « , gr Vj. 
” cubebs, 
Alcoholic ext. of cubebs, , aa dr iss.—M. 
Make 60 pills. 
S. As above. 


This is excellent when there is frequent desire to urinate.—Dr. 
Henry's Treatment of Venereal Diseases. 


THORACENTESIS.—In a recent paper contained in the Bulletin 
Generale de Therapeutique, vol. lxxx. (The Practitioner for May, 
1872), M. C. Paul gives eight cases of acute pleurisy, which, 
as soon as the diagnosis wus ascertained, he at once treated 
by puncture of the chest. The results were extremely favorable 
the duration of the disease being materially shortened, all the pa- 
tients being restored to health in the course of three weeks, M. 
Paul thinks the mode of treatment especially ‘advantageous for 
private cases, and gives as a prognostic sign that when the effu- 
sion coagulates immediately after being withdrawn there is little 
or no tendency in it to re-collect. 


Errects or Opium oN SNnakeE-Porson.—A correspondent in 
The Indian Medical Gazeette for March, 1, 1872, says, “It is 
well known among Bengalis that opium-eaters can resist, to a cer- 
tain extent snake-poison.’ 
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HyprarTHrosis TREATED BY INJECTIONS OF TINCTURE OF 
Iop1nE.—Dr. Keppler reports, in the Wiener Medizinische Presse 
- for April 28, a case of hydrarthrosis of the knee-jointtreated by 
Professor Dittel, of Vienna, by injections containing iodine. The 
patient was a lad eighteen years of age, who, five and a half years 
before coming under observation, had received a severe contusion 
of the knee, which was followed by an accumulation of the syno- 
vial fluid of the joint. To relieve this condition, Professor Dittel 
injected into the joint two scruples of a mixture composed of equal 
parts of water and of tincture of iodine, which was drawn off ten 
minutes afterwards. Very few general symptoms followed the 
operation, although it gave rise to synovitis. Seventeen days 
later the injection was repeated—this time with pure tincture of 
iodine, which was allowed toremain. Synovitis was again excited 
by it, but was this time followed by a decided diminution of the 
swelling. The operation was again repeated a month later. The 
patient was discharged three and a half months after the institu- 
tion of the treatment, completely cured. 


For Cottc, FLATULENCE AND SPASM IN CHILDREN.— 


R.—Spiritus Etheris, . ‘ ‘ git 40. 

“© Chloroformi, , . «  gtt 40. 

Tinct. cardamon comp., ' . fl dr 2. 

Spiritus myristicee, ° ° . fl dr 3. 

Olei carni, : ‘ ; - gtt 3.. 

Muc. tragacanthe, ‘ ‘ - fl oz 4. 
Aque piperite, ad... , - fl oz 4.—M. 


S. One or two teaspoonfuls to be taken every 3 or 4 hours, till 
relief is obtained. For child two years old— Tanner. 


NocturnaL Erections.—Dr. Polak describes (Wiener Medi- 
zinische Presse, May 19, 1872) a form of nocturnal erectiun 
which does not seem to be excited by lascivious dreams, which 
comes on a short time after the sufferer from it goes to bed, and 
which is not followed by an emission of semen. In some cases the 
erection occurs every night, and leaves, next morning, a good deal 
of sensitiveness of the testicles, so that life becomes a burden in. 
consequence of it. In one case, after the usual remedies had 
failed, Dr. Polak directed that the patient should, before going to 
sleep, bandage his penis with a piece of flannel about an inch in 
width—beginning to bandage at the root of the organ, and when 
the end was reached returning again tothe root. The penis is 
then to be fastened to the thigh. This was found entirely to pre- 
vent the erections from taking place. 
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HystericA NEURALGIA—COMMONLY CALLED SPINAL IRrrta- 
Trion.—Dr. J. B. Cory, (Northwestern Medical and Surgical Jour- 


nal), writes : 

In the cases that I have treated, I think I have derived more 
benefit from blistering the spine, than from any other individual 
remedy. ‘To relieve pain and quiet nervous excitement, I have 
‘been well pleased, in some cases, with hydrate of chloral, given in 
twenty grain doses, and repeated every two or three hours, if 
mecessary; in other cases, it has not met my expectations. If 
the tongue is foul, with bad breath, and anorexia, I give small 
doses of calomel, ipecac and soda, once in three or four hours, 
until these symptoms are relieved; and whenever the nervous sys- 
tem is sufficiently calmed, and sometimes in the beginning even, I 
put my patient on a course of nervous stimulants and tonic, with 
good diet and wine, with occasional blisters to the spine, if it re- 
mains tender. The majority of cases, I have found much bene- 
fitted by the following : 


R.—Bromide of potassium, : . 0Z 83. 
Fl. ext. valerian, . : : 02 ij. 
Spts. ammoniaarom, . » Oni, 


Syrup simplex, ° . ° 02 i. 

S. Take one teaspoonful three or four times a day. 

Some case have been benefitted by citrate of iron, quinine, and 
nux vomica, made into pills, and given three times a day ; but on 
the whole, it has fallen short of my expectations. I am disposed 
to believe that the syrup of phosphate of iron, quinine, and 
strychnia, as prepared by Ellis, would be more valuable, though I 
have not tried it sufficiently to speak intelligently of its merits. 
The formula of this valuable preparation may be found in Na- 
phey’s Modern Therapeutics. 


TopororM (TERIODIDE oF FormyYL.)—This drug I have adminis- 
tered mostly in combination with iron in anemic females. Also, in 
one case of Goitre, its action has been highly satisfactory. The 
principal diseases for which it has been tried are Phthisis, Amen- 
orrhea, Syphilis, Glandular Tumors, and Cutaneous Eruptions. 
In chronic enlargement of Prostrate Gland, M. Moritan used Io- 
doform as a suppository, one scruple to one ounce of butter, with 
great benefit to the patient. 

Besides the well known effects of Iodine, and its preparations, 
Iodoform has the advantage of the former preparations, of being 
stronger, more uniform in its action on the system, and does not 
act as a local irritant, and can be given uninterruptedly.—JVorth- 
western Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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Cure oF Coips.—A Berlin correspondent of the London 
Druggist’ Circular says : 

The dreary days of winter have passed away, and as I hope, 
colds and catarrhs have left likewise, and if I now mention a good 
cure for these enemies of our winter enjoyments, it may be said 
that it comes post festum, but I believe it is better to be late than 
not to come at all, inasmuch as the remedy, indeed, has been found 
very effective, and its application very simple and not unpleasant 
to the patient. Itis prepared in the following manner. A wide- 
mouth glass-stoppered bottle is filled with amianth, or better, with 
cotton, and then the following mixture is poured on, so that the 
cotton or amianth is perfectly saturated with it: 

R.—Acid. carbolic puriss., 5.0, , - —_s-geru iv. 

Liq. ammon. caustic, 6.0, ‘ dr iss. 
spec. gravity 0.960. 

Aque destillat., 10.0, - dr ij. serwij. 

Spirit. vini. rectificatiss, ‘ ‘ scru iy. 


The vapors are drawn into the nose frequently during the day, 
and now and then inhaled into the mouth. A medical gentleman 
of Stettin, who is renowned not only for his skill as a physician, but 
likewise for the tremendous catarrh that troubles him every win- 
ter, has used this olfactorium anticatarrhoicum with perfect suc- 


cess on his own person, and afterwards on many of his patients, 
and recommends it highly. 


CHINESE TREATMENT OF TETANUS.—This mode of treatment of 
tetanus has been seen by English physicians in China and India 
to be successful : The patient smokes in a pipe a mixture of from 
twenty to twenty-five centigrammes of crude opium and tea or 
rose leaves, which are worked up with a small quantity of molasses. 
When smoking he must inspire as deeply as possible, and continue 
this operation until the narcotic influence is noticed. This con- 
tinues then, as a rule, three or four hours. The smoking is re- 
peated as soon as the tetanic symptoms reappear. In the mean- 
time as much nourishment as possible is given. In using opium 
thus it must be remembered that its narcotic effect is somewhat 
neutralized by tobacco, 


BRoMIpE oF Porasstum IN Hoopine-Coveu.—Dr. Beaufort 
uses the bromide with syr. of Tolu and an alcoholic preparation 
of aconite, combined together, and by the aid of these three rem- 
ia he has seen the disease cured in an average of about twelve 

ays. 
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MuRIATE OF AMMONIA IN BRONCHITIS, CATARRHAL Pyev- 
montA, Etc.—In obstinate acute bronchitis, after the first intense 
stage, in catarrhal pneumonia, both of children and adults, in 
bronchorrheea, and also in ordinary chronic bronchitis, the learned 
editor of New Remedies says he has obtained more apparent good 
from the muriate of ammonia than any other remedy. Of course, 
other secondary measures are to be vigorously used—counter irri- 
tants, poultices, support or diminution of food supply, &c., as the 
case may call for. The best formula for giving the muriate is as 


follows: 


R.—Ammonia muriat, : 
Extr. glycerrhiz, ‘ . > en 
Mucil. acaciz, aqua, ‘ ‘ aa f oz iij. 

S. Tablespoonful for an adult every two hours—teaspoonful for 

a child a year old, every three hours. 


Sometimes, however, the patient objects to the mixture of sweet 
and salt, preferring the following : 
R.—Ammonia muriat, " : ‘ dr ij. 
Aqua, : : ‘ ° f oz Vi. 
Dose as before. 


Where the cough is very annoying, 1-20th of a grain of sul- 
phate of morphia, or 10 to 15 minims of tincture of hyosyamus, 
may be added to each dose. 

In bronchorrheea, the following may at the same time be used 
by inhalation, twice or thrice daily: — 

Sat. solution of alum, ‘ , 0Z Yj. 

Tincture hyoscyamus, ‘ ‘ oz ss.—M. 
Medical Press and Circular. 
GLYCERINIZED CoTToN FoR Dresstna’ Wounps.—The Journal 
de Pharmacie states that Professor Gubler, at a recent meeting of 
the Academy of Medicine, exhibited specimens of wadding pre- 
pared by saturating it with a certain quantity of glycerine, which 
he had found to render it permeable to all medicinal liquids, with- 
out causing it to lose any of its suppleness and lightness. He 
suggested that in this state it might prove a useful substitute for 
charpie, in the event of a scarcity of thatarticle. Dr. Delaborde 
has already employed it with advantage. In order to prepare 
this dressing, it is only necessary. to pour a small quanty of gly- 
cerine over the square sheet of wadding, and afterwards express 
it as strougly as possible. 
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CYANOSIS FROM Nitrate oF Sitver.—Dr. L. P. Yandell, Jr., 
(American Practioner, June, 1872), in speaking of two cases 
treated for syphilis, having cyanosis, says : 


Both contracted syphilis, and for tertiary symptoms got iodide 
of potassium. This drug was given in from ten to sixty-grain 
doses, thrice daily, for a number of months, in connection with 
ferruginous or bitter tonics. One of the patients was forced to 
discontinue the iodide because of its disagreeable effects upon the 
system. ‘The other took it until all traces of syphilis had passed 
away, and heincreased in flesh under its use. In both cases the 
fading of the stains was gradual. In the first case there is a faint 
trace of discoloration remainining, though it is scarcely percepti- 
ble. In the second, which was much the darker of the two, there 
is not a shade of thedisfigurement. The iodide of potassium was 
not given in either case with referenee to the cyanosis, and its 
beneficial effects were observed by me accidentally more than a 
year after their occurrence. It may be well to state that both 
patients were treated by the moist mercurial vapor bath during 
much of the time that they were using the iodide of potassium, 
and the abundant diaphoresis may have assisted the action of the 
iodide. I would suggest therefore for the treatment of nitrate of 
silver cyanopathia the use of the vapor bath in connection with 
the iodide of potassium. 


Lip-SALVE For Excorrations, &c.—— 


R.—Ammoniated mercury, ; ‘ gr Yj. 
Carmine, ' : ‘ gr i. 
Soft cerate, ; ‘ ‘ as 

Mix exactly. 


Used for excoriations, warts, and cracks, superficial ulcerations 
of the lips, mucus membrane of the cheeks, red parts of margin 
of nose, and other parts of the skin whichare normally red. The 
parts should be dried before the salve is applied. 


TREATMENT OF BLENNORRHAGIA.—Eleven cases of blennorrha- 
gia are related by J. C. Van Wyck, M.D., of Oakland, Cal. 
(Western Lancet), in which treatment by carbolic acid, in combina- 
tion with astringents and anodynes, was, he states, as near being 
a specific in uncomplicated cases as any remedy believed to be 
such in the domain of the materia medica. So firmly is he con- 
vinced that to it alone-are to be attributed the gratifying results 
which have marked every case in which it was employed, that with 
the next patient who comes under his care he will use the remedy 
simply diluted with distilled water. 
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CHLORAL IN THE CURE OF VENEREAL ULcers.—Soon after 
the announcement of the employment of chloroform in the treat- 
ment of primitive ulcers, either soft or indurated, Dr. Mancesco 
Accettella instituted a series of experiments which plainly con- 
vinced him of the few indications of this preparation in the cure 
of venereal ulcers. He says: ‘ While busying myself with simi- 
lar experiments, Liebreich published his observations on hydrate 
of chloral as actively hypnotic and anesthetic. From that time 
I commenced to adopt that preparation as a local remedy, in con- 
centrated solution, upon ulcers of such ancient date that neither 
the acid nitrate of mercury, nor the carbo-sulphuric paste, nor 
other efficient caustics had been able to effect a cure. The effects 
greatly exceed all my expectations. After the first application 
the deep parts of the ulcer became detached, healthy and normal 
granulations sprang up, and the ulcer was transformed into a sim- 
ple sore, with the usual tendency to cicatrization. In sixty-nine 
cases in which I applied chloral topically, the following results 
were obtained: seven ulcerated and obstinate abrasions healed in 
nine to sixteen days; forty-nine soft ulcers in from eight to four- 
teen days; three soft ulcers, complicated with diptheria, in eighteen 
to twenty-nine days ; five soft ulcers, complicated with phagedena, 
in twenty-four to thirty-two days; five primitive infectious ulcers, 
in fifteen to twenty days. Among the cases of phagedenic ulcers 
it is necessary to note two, which, for twelve or fifteen months, 
had resisted all local and general treatment, although the two 
women affected had the most fresh and florid constitutions: The 
solution employed was as follows: chloral hydrate, 5 gram. (grs75); 
aqua, destil, gram. 20 (drs v). This, applied with a pencil to the 
ulcerated surface, slightly cauterizes, without producing discomfort 
to the patient. After two or three applications all unhealthy ap- 
pearance at the bottom of the ulcer disappears, and the sore pre- 
sents a bright redness which soon produces the most healthy 
granulations. A considerably diluted solution should be adopted 
for the cure of abrasions and simple ulcers. Venereal therapeu- 
tics may therefore welcome chloral as a topical remedy, par excel- 
lence, in the gravest forin of ulceration, the phagedenic.— Crazetta 
Medica Ital. Lomb., No. 31, 1871. 


Tonic AND ALTERATIVE.— 

R.—Ferri iodidi, ° war. 
Glycerine, i ‘ ‘ . fidr 4. 
Infusi Calumbee, ad. : ‘ . fl oz 3—M. 


S. One or two teaspoonfuls three times a day—to a child. 
— Tanner. 
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Nitro-Murtatio Acip as AN Hepatic Stimutant.—Dr. J. 
H. Kidder, (Western Lancet, Cal., May, ’72) remarks : 

Inspector-General Martin, of the British army, thinks that 
ascites, or at least that form of it dependent upon cirrhosis of the 
liver, can be entirely and permanently relieved, and the condition 
of the liver greatly improved, by the use of nitro-muriatic acid, 
applied systematically. He bases his opinion upon a very ex- 
tended experience, during a long service in India, the results of 
which are to be found in the Lancet for April, 1866. The use of 
nitro-muriatic acid as liver stimulant is, to be sure, no new thing, 
having often been tried and found wanting in various emergencies ; 
but Inspector-General Martin believes that the fault lies not in 
the remedy, but in the mode of its application ; and he carefully 
prescribes the method which, in his hands, has proved so success- 
ful. I regret that I must quote from imperfect notes, and do so 
under correction. 

The acid should always be made extemporaneously by adding 
to five parts, by volume, of strong hydro-chloric acid, three parts 
of nitric. The additions must be made gradually, shaking the 
bottle well each time. After the acids have been well mixed, the 
bottle or jar should be left unstopped for twenty-four hours before 
nie, Three (8) fluid-drachms of this acid, diluted with one pint 
of water form a lotion, which is to be applied over the region of 
the liver twice a day, with brisk friction, while at the same time 
the feet are immersed in a bath of the same. - The hands of the 
attendants making the application should be protected by oiled 
silk gloves, else, as stated by Inspector Martin, and verified by 
my own experience, bilious diarrhoea will result to them, from ab- 
sorption of the acid through the palms of the hands. If the 
practitioner please, he may give the acid internally, in the usual 
doses, but I have found its administration in this manner not 
effective, and very likely to disturb the already vitiated processes 
of digestion. 

Applied in this manner steadily and perseveringly, Dr. Martin 
claims that the obstruction to the portal circulation will be so far 
removed as to prevent entirely the recurrence of ascites, and to 
secure to the patient a degree of health and comfort not otherwise 
to be obtained. 


Oprum vs. Porass. Brom.—Dr. J. M. Da Costa states that 
the faintness and nausea which frequently follow the administra- 
tion of opiam may be prevented by giving the patient a full dose 
(grs. 20 to 30) of bromide of potassium about three hours previ- 
ously. Sound sleep is thus often obtained by patients who would 
otherwise pass restless nights.— American Jour. Med. Science. 
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Pinus CANADENSIS.—Dr. W. T. Walker, in the Medical Record, 
thus speaks of it: 


“For the past six months I have used this extract in many 
cases affecting the mucous membranes, and in almost every case 
it nas given entire satisfaction. In abrasion of the os and cervix 
uteri, when applied in its full strength by means of a pledget of 
cotton, I have found it far more satisfactory than tannin or iodine. 
In endometritis it has proved equally satisfactory. I have used 
it with perfect success in acute and chronic vaginitis, by applying 
it in its full strength every other day. I have also used it in sev- 
eral cases of gonorrhoea, and must say that I vastly prefer it to 
the vaunted remedy of claret and tannin. ; 

“Tt is certainly a most valuable astringent and tonic; and I 
doubt not that it will very soon have its place in our Materia 
Medica.” 

Combined with a little Tr. Opii. and diluted with water, it has 
been found highly serviceable in cases of chronic diarrhoea and 
chronic dysentery, in which it speedily controlled the disease. In 
fact, in all diseases, where an astringent is indicated, it will be 


found a superior remedy, especially in gonorrhoea.— Cincinnati 
Medical News. 


CATHARTIC IN ALBUMINURIA.—Dr. Moore, of Rochester, N. 
Y. (Med. and Surg. Reporter), read'a paper before the Central 
New York Medical Society, in which the idea was enforced that 
albuminuria might remain as an organic disease for a considerable 
length of time; and during that time there was a remedy in sul- 
phate of magnesia. A case was presented, in which the condition 
of albuminuria was removed by the cathartic treatment. 

Drs. Benidict and Campbell gave histories of cases which had 
a. managed according to Dr. Moore’s plan, which afforded 
relief. 

In answer to Dr. Mowris, whether the saline treatment had been 
successful after scarlet fever, Dr. Moore replied affirmatively. 


For Croup AND INFANTILE PNEUMONIA.— 


R.—Potassii iodidi, ; ° : gr Xv. 

Tinct. assafcetide, ‘ . . fl drs iss. 

‘“ Senege, . : . fl drs ii). 
Syrupi mori, ad., ‘ , fl oz iij.—M. 


S. A teaspoonful every 2, 3, or 4 hours—for a child two years 
old.— Tanner. 
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Ergot IN PARALYSIS OF THE BLaADDER.—By D. Theodor Roth, 
Eutin.—Dr. Roth furnishes the details of a series of cases in 
which Ergot has proved advantageous in the treatment of this 
disease. The following is one of the cases he describes: A la- 
borer, aged 49, of powerful build and otherwise in good health, 
experienced, for sometime previous to seeing Dr. Roth, difficulty 
in passing water, consisting in frequent desire and pain, whilst 
on attempting to micturate a delay occurred, which was not ever- 
come or shortened by forcing. When the water at length flowed 
it only dribbled. On one occasion he had been working for many 
hours with the feet in wet earth, and on making the attempt, 
found it impossible to pass any water. Violent efforts to mictur- 
ate gradually came on, with pain in the lower part of the belly, 
and he then applied to Dr. Roth. On the introduction of a ca- 
theter, a large quanty of urine was evacuated, by which the pain 
was removed. ‘Twelve doses of ergot were now administered, of 
about eight grains each, at intervals of three hours. He was told 
to return if any inconvenience in the passing of the urine was ex- 
perienced, to keep himself at rest and warm, to take slops, and to 
evacuate the bladder as soon as he felt any desire. No further 
treatment, however, was required, and the state of the man, after 
the lapse of six days, was better than it had been for a long time 
previously.—London Practitioner, from Deutseze Klintk. 


NEURALGIA OF Kipngys AND Stomacu.—(Dr. C. C. Cox’s 
formula. 


R.—Bi-carb. potass. ° ‘ ‘ —— = 
Acidi. hydrocianici, ‘ ‘ ‘ gtt xxiv. 
Sol. sulph. morph. ia ata had git xxiv. 
Aquce camphori, eae thee oz iv.—M. 


S. Two teaspoonfuls pro re nata. 


A New Remepy ror Dyspepsia.—Dr. Charles Rice (Am Jour. 
Pharmacy), says: 


Although I call this preparation new, it has been in use for sev- 
eral years in the public hospitals and dispensaries of this city, 
and also in private practice, and has acquired the reputation of be- 
ing one of the most prompt 4ad valuable remedies at present kncwn 
for gastric disturbances, depending upon an abnormal or defective 
digestion generally, and particularly so for the gastric intolerance 
of consumptive patients. Its action is often so prompt that one 
full dose has in many instances afforded immediate relief. 

Being requested some years ago to devise a liquid preparation 
containing bismuth and iron (at that time intended for use in some 
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other complaints), I finally, after various trials, adopted the fol- 
lowing formula, which I have followed ever since : 

Take of citrate of bismuth, ammonio-citrate of iron, each 320 
grs.; water of ammonio, water, each a sufficient quantity. 

With 4 oz of water rub the citrate of bismuth into a smooth 
paste; gradually add water of ammonio until solution has taken 
place, being very careful not to have an excess of ammonio. Now 
add the ammonia-citrate of iron and some more water ; dissolve, 
filter, and wath the filter with enough water to make the solution 
measure 1 pint. 

This solution, if intended to be long kept, may be partly made 
up with glycerin, although I cannot speak from experience whether 
it is so well borne by the stomach. A more useful addition, how- 
ever, is good sherry wine, of which there may be used 1 fl. oz. 
(or perhaps more), in so much water. 

The above solution is prescribed under the name of Liquor 
Ferri et Bismuthi Citratis, and contains in 1 fluid-drachm 23 grs, 
each of citrate of bismuth and ammonio-citrate of iron. The dose 
is from 1 to 2 fluid-drachms, half an hour before meals, or—when 
Tice meals. . 

‘he solution may also be prepared of a concentrated state, and 
spread upon plates of glass to dry, yielding exceedingly hand- 
some scales of a golden-brown color, which must be protected from 
the light, and 5 grains of which are equal to 1 fluid-drachm of 
the solution. 


For Torrrp BowELs.— 
R.—Tinct. sanguinaire sat., 
Tinct. aloes comp’d, equal parts. 
S. 30 to 60 drops twice daily. 
It improves the digestive organs and increases peristaltic action. 


In CoNVALESCENCE FROM TyPHuUS FeveR.—Koch is quoted by 
Dunglison as recommending berberina highly in convalescence 
from typhus, cholera, &c. Waring refers to the employment of 
some of the species of berberis in debility after fevers, and in af- 
fections of the spleen, especially when given in combination with 
the sulphate of iron.—Jour. Materia Medica. 


Tue ANTIDOTE FoR PHospHoRUS.—Prof. Bamberger (Wiener 
Medizinische Press, January 28, 1872), as the result of a series 
of experiments, has found that oil of turpentine is not an anti- 
dote for phosphorous, and believes that in the present state of 
science the treatment of poisoning by phosphorus by the salts of 
copper is not only the most rational, but has hitherto been the 
most successful. 
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CerEBRO-SprnaL Mentnaitis.—Dr. N. 8. Davis, in a paper 
read before the Chicago Medical Society, says, with regard to the 
treatment of this disease, that he has better success with the 
Calabar bean, either alone or in combination with ergot, than 
with any other remedy. Foran adult he makes up the two fol- 
lowing prescriptions, of which he gives one teaspoonful every two 
hours, alternating so that the medicine is given every hour: R.— 
Tinct. Calabar bean, oz jss; fl. ext. ergot, oz ijss; m. R.—Car- 
bolic acid cryst., grs vj; glycerine, oz ss; tinct. gelseminum, 
oz 88; water, oz iij; m. The medicine to be given without rais- 
ing the patient’s head from the pillow, to avoid the danger of 
vomiting. Cold cloths are to be kept to the head.—Med. Hzam. 


For Cutorosis, Etc.— 


R.—Manganessii Iodid, sr , Ge ij, 
Tinct. cardamon, ° . - £02 j. 
Syr. sarsa., ‘ ‘ : ~ £02 v.—M. 

S. Teaspoonful twice a day. __ 

Or, 

R.—Manganesii carb., 

Ferri carb., % ‘ ‘ aa dr j. 
Sacch. alb. pulv., ° ‘ ‘ dr ij.—M. 


Make 15 powders. 
S. Two or three each day. 
The latter is much used by a distinguished practitioner. 


A Spreepy Cure ror Rurumatism.—Dr. R. H. Boyd states 
that he cures inflammatory rheumatism in from three to seven 
days by the following method: He gives first a full emetic dose 
of ant. et potass. tart., and when this has operated, five drops of 
tinct. opii and five drops tinct. colchici every three or four hours, 
and a teaspoonful of a half pint mixture, containing dr. iv. pot- 
ass. acet. every hour. When the patient becomes very hungry, 
and is quite free from pain, having fasted several days, he allows 
two teaspoonfuls of milk or one oyster three times a day, increas- 
ing the quantity gradually each day.—Michigan University Med- 


ical Journal. 


IoprpE or Starcu Povuttice ror Siovenine Utcers, Erc.— 
Take two ounces of starch and mix with six ounces of boiling water, 
to form a jelly; then add, before cold, half an ounce of tincture 
of iodine. The poultice is now ready for use. 
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HospITAL GANGRENE AND ITS TREATMENT WITH CAMPHOR- 
Gum.—A. Netter, in Riemes, is of the opinion that hospital gan- 
grene is a peculiar destruction of the subcutaneous and intermus- 
cular, cellular and fat tissues. 

The destroyed mass contains, therefore, much fat. The camphor 
unites with this at a low temperature, and forms a fluid substance 
—a camphor oil. This is discharged; and then comes to view 
the tissue capable of life. 

Netter says where there are no anatomical lesions, aponeurosis, 
fascial and otherwise, neither inflammation, complicated with 
erysipelas, nor pyzemia, that camphor, early applied and in large 
quantities, is a sure cure for hospital gangrene. He cites a large 
number of cases successfully treated in this way. Eight cases 
that were cured are fully described. 

He also tried, with equally good results, camphor powder upon 
phagedenic chancres that had assumed a gangrenous form. . 
From his remarks we infer that the spread of hospital gangrene 
rests upon a ferment, whose life camphor powder seems to cut 

short. 

He tried in two cases the application of quinine and charcoal, 
but without the desired result. 

He considers the disease a purely local one, and that the gen- 
eral malaise accompanying it, is only in consequence of local dis- 
ease, the re-absorption of putrid material. He considers the appli- 
cation of ferr. sesq. chlor. as dangerous, and recommends cam- 
phor gum as the most effective remedy in his hands yet tried. 

Medical Examiner. 


Drivuretic.—Useful in anasarca arising from disease of the 
heart. 


R.—Vini colchici, , ° ° fl dr ij. 
Tinct. digitalis, 4 : . fl dr yj. 
Potass. iodid., ; > : . dr iiss, 
Syr. sarsa. comp’d, - _ . fl o7 jj. 
Aque pure, : ; ° . ff oz iij.—M. 

S. Teaspoonful 3 or 4 times a day. 

Or, 

R.—Elaterii, . . ' . gr v. 
Digitalis pulv., ‘ ° , » gr Xv. 
Ext. Gentian, . . ‘ ; scr j.—M. 


Make 20 pills. 
S. One morning and night. 
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GRANULAR Lips.—Dr. D. 8. Reynolds (American Practitioner, 
June. ’72), says: 


In that form of papillary ophthalmia arising from simple ca- 
tarrhal ophthalmia sulphate of copper, applied once in the course 
of five or six days, by lightly gliding the stick over the exposed 
papille, followed by the cold, wet compressive bandage, with a 
collyrium every morning and evening of one scruple of alum to 
an ounce of water, or one drachm of tannin to the ounce of glycer- 
ine, continuing the compressive bandage most of the time during 
the day, will be fouud successful in most acute cases. If there be 
manifestations of constitutional disturbance, of course constitu- 
tional medication must be promptly instituted. 


In chronic papillary ophthalmia, arising from neglected ca- 
tarrhal conjunctivitis, it will be best to apply muriate of ammonia 
in substance to the affected membrane at least once a day, and at 
the same time the collyrium of alum before mentioned. If the 
disease be a sequel to purulent or “‘ Egyytian” ophthalmia, then 
there will be observed considerable thickening of the conjunctival 
membrane from interstitial deposit of plastic matter, the papille 
will not project far beyond the surface, and there will be noticed, 
upon close observation, a considerable amount of contraction of 
the orbicularis palpebrarum, constituting permanent blepharo- 
spasm, thus greatly endangering the safety of the cornea by fric- 
tion. In all such cases section of the orbicular muscle, by ex- 
tending the palpebral fissure outward, and securing the skin and 
mucous membrane along the whole course of the wound by sutures, 
will be a prerequisite to the successful treatment. Having per- 
formed the tarsorrhaphy or canthoplasty, the only after treatment 
necessary in most cases will be alum, tannin, or chloride of zinc 
in solution. The strength of the zinc collyrium should never be 
greater than three grains to an ounce of water. Generally one 
grain will be sufficient if applied every two hours during the day. 


Another form of papillary ophthalmia is that in which the pa- 
tients are of strumous taint and much debilitated prior to the 
ttack of conjunctivitis. In this class of cases iodide of iron, 
quinine, good diet, out-door exercise, and comfortable clothing 
should be first called into requisition. The local application of 
turpentine, one half drachm to an ounce of codliver oil, every 
morning and evening will be about all that is necessary. In fact 
I believe the very best information for one to possess as to the 
treatment of papillary ophthalmia and trachoma consists in know- 
ing what not to use or apply to the affected membrane. 
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CHLORAL IN CERTAIN DISEASES OF THE CHEST.—Dr. Waters 
(Lancet) finds chloral valuable in bronchitis, especially when com- 
plicated with emphysema, for its hypnotic properties. Opium can 
not be used, for it checks expectoration and increases the liability 
to death.from apnoea. Twenty grains of chloral is the usual dose 
required for this purpose. This remedy is also useful in allaying 
cough in chronic or in subacute bronchitis. Give four or five- 
grain doses in tincture of orange-peel or in syrup of tolu. It is 
useful again in procuring sleep in cases of asthma, both of the 
purely spasmodic kind and when complicated with emphysema of 
the lungs. In phthisis it may be used to procure sleep where mor- 
phia or opium in any form is not tolerated. 


Curonic Broncuitis.—(Dr. Horace Green’s formula.) 


R.—Acidi hydrocyanici medicinalis, ‘ git 40. 
Morphiz sulph, : : ‘ gr iij. 
Tinct. sanguinariz, 

Viniipecac, ° ; : aa f_oz ss. 


Syr. pruni virginiane vel mistura amygdal, f oz v. 
S. A teaspoonful twice a day. 


Dr. Green has found this a most valuable remedy in all pulmo- 
nary catarrhal diseases unattended with fever. As the acid is 
apt to float on the top of the liquid, the phial should be shaken 
on the administration of each dose. 


Tracnoma.—Dr. D. 8. Reynolds (American Pructitioner, June 


1872), remarks: 

Frequently trachoma and papillary ophthalmia are co-existent. 
In such cases a collyrium of ecarbolic acid, three grains to an 
ounce of water, with perhaps the addition uf one grain-of sulphate 
of atropia, instilled into the eye every hour, free and frequent 
ablutions of warm water, containing one drachm of muriate of 
ammonia to the quart of water, and a full purgative dose of cal- 
omel, will usually produce free muco-purulent discharge, with an 
abatement of all the symptoms, in a few hours. 


Tannic Actip In CaNnceR.—Dr. Wharton, President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland, (Medical Press and Circu- 
lar, December 27, 1871), recommends tannic acid as a valuable 
dressing in open cancer. He regards it as possessed of some in- 
herent property by virtue of which it promotes assimilation. It 
should be liberally applied as a daily dressing. 
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OpenInG oF Buso wita Caustic Potasu.—Dr. McNamara 
(Indian Medical Gazette—N. Y. Medical Gazette) opens acute 
bubo by potass fusa instead of the knife, and thus avoids the tedi- 
ous process of unhealthy granulations. The bubo is first covered 
with several layers of sticking plaster, in which a hole is made 
half the size of the intended opening, and the caustic is then rub- 
bed on the exposed skin. The spot is covered with sticking plas- 
ter and an opiate administered. A black eschar is formed, which 
is removed in a few days by a poultice, leaving a healthy ulcer, 
which soon heals by the ordinary treatment. Dr. McNamara is 
very confidant that this treatment will always prevent the pro- 
duction of the pale, flabby and unhealthy granulations which are 
so common in bubo. The patient suffers very little pain from the 
caustic used in the manner prescribed. 


Lotion ror GonorrHa@A, Erce.— 
R.—Fresh lime water, ‘ i ‘ OZ 88. 


Caustic sode, ‘ ° : + gri. 
Distilled water, ; , ‘ oz vj.—M. 


Used in local baths, poultices, fomenting lotions, injections, 
tampons, etc. ; for inflammation of mucous membranes and epi- 
dermis, especially in shedding of epithelium (a rag or cloth well 
saturated, to be applied fresh every hour); is excellent in dipthe- 
ritic deposits and secretions of mucous pus; in abundant and at 
the same time quickly fermenting foeted secretions. Of special 
value when used alternating with carbolic acid, as 

R.—Carbolic acid, , ‘ ‘ dr ss—oz i. 

Distilled water, ‘ , ‘ oz vj.—M. 

This is excellent in ulcerating sores, and suppurations with 
foeted smell, as met with in pregnant and parturient women.—Dr. 
Henry’s Work on Venereal Diseases: 


Ereot 1n Dyszntery.—A French physician claims to have suc- 
ceeded in the treatment of epidemic dysentery by the use of ergot. 
He gave 7 or 8 grains every four huurs, the cure being effected in 
ordinary cases in two or three days. After a few doses constipa- 
tion is produced, which lasts three or four days. Ergotin has the 
same effect. 


CHLORATE OF Potassa IN Curonic DysenteRy.—Dr. Shackle- 
ton, of St Mary’s, Ohio, (Cincinnati Clinic) gives 10 grains 
chlorate of potass with one-fifth of a grain morphia every four 
hours in chronic dysentery, he says with great success. 
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TREATMENT OF GONORRHEA BY WARM WATER INJECTIONS.— 
Dr. John O'Reilly (American Practitioner), in recommending 
warm water injections in the treatment of gonorrhea, says: 1st. 
That gonorrhea yields to local treatment, and even water injec- 
tions. 2d. That water injections or medicated lotions owe their 
efficiency to their frequent application. 8d. That the common 
small syringe should be done away with in treating this disease, 
and none used but those throwing a continuous stream. 4th. 
That large injections, by fully distending the mucous membrane 
of the urethra, insure a speedier cure than those less copious.— 
Canada Lancet. 


Tympanitis.—Against this formidable complication of typhoid 
fever, which, unless speedily overcome, is followed by cerebral 
symptoms from the obstructed circulation, M. Sovet administers 
an injection of cold water, and when it does not occasion the ex- © 
pulsion of the gas, he follows it with another remedy no less sim- 
ple—this is a cataplasm upon which table salt is sprinkled. Ap- 
plied upon the abdomen this occasions intestinal contractions al- 
most instantaneously, 


Errects 0F BroMIDE OF Potasstum.—Dr. Julius Levy, of 
Berlin, writes that if bromide of potassium in drachm doses three 
times daily, is continued for months, a series of boils will be apt 
to be produced. He says if some preparation of cinchona be 
given with the bromide, no boils or other evil sequele will arise. 
—New York Medical Record. 


Icz.—In chloroformic syncoye, Dr. Baillie recommends the in- 
troduction of a piece of ice into the rectum, to re-establish respi- 
ratory movements. He affirms that it may be confidently relied 
upon.—Indian. Med. Gaz. 


ConstrpaTion.—Dr. Henry Field strongly recommends the ar- 
senite of iron in the constipation attending uterine diseases. Ox- 
alate of iron is also recommended. 














PART III. 


Editorials, Correspondence amd Miscellaneons. 


bes” Should any of our Subscribers or Exchanges fail to get THe Companion’ 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact. 

bes” Our Mailing Clerk will faithfully forward Taz Companton. Subscribers. 
will please notify Post-masters that it will reach their offices, if not lost on the way 
between the 15th and 20th of every month. Should. it fail to come, after a reason- 
able time, notify the Editors, and it will be sent. 

Bes” We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of Societies, Clinics 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, etc., etc., of interest to medical 
readers, 

8S" To insure publication, articles should be practical, brief as possible, and 
carefully written, on ONE side of the paper. Articles should be received by the 
15th of one month to insure publication in the next. (G§~ Friends, send in your 
articles. “@3R 

B@= All Subscribers and others will please write their names, post-offices, coun- 
ty and State plainly. §@3> Remember, this is now required by the Post-Master 
General. 





TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS, 

Should any mistakes occur, either in name or post-office, or should Tar 
ComPANION fail to reach its destination, we earnestly request that the Publisher | 
Mr. J. J. Toon, (P. O. Box No. 24) beinformed without delay. If not attended 
to, we then request our friends to write to the Editors, who will have matters 
righted. 





OUR THANKS. 

We thank our friends for the articles they have furnished. Jl articles wil) 
appear in order of arrival. Do not fail to write, friends. Overhaul your case- 
books and send us your experiences. Our second part is open to all. - Fill it, 
friends, with the good: things you have tested‘and can recommend to your 
brethren. We trust our readers will be up and doing, and aid us by pen and 
personal effurt lat useful and practical informaticn to the profession. 
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NOTES ON OUR VISIT TO COLLEGES AND HOSPI- 
TALS IN PHILADELPHIA. 


[ Continued, ] 


We next visited that fine institution, the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege. It: is unnecessary to say anything in regard to. the build- 
ings, etc. Passing through the college building, we came to the 
<linical department, where we found that great and distinguished 
American surgeon, Prof. Gross, délivering a lecture upon syphilis. 
Prof. Gross is a charming lecturer, is perfectly at home in every 
department of surgery, and has a rich, impressive voice and style. 
It does one good to listen to such a teacher, whose utterances 
‘come with all the power of a great medical authority, and whose - 
genial spirit sparkles and glows in every sentence and word, 

In the office of the Dean, we had the pleasure of meeting Prof. 
Rand, with whom we had a delightful social interview. Our im- 
pression of Prof. Rand cannot be easily erased. We could see a 
noble manhood impressed upon every lineament of his highly in- 
tellectual face. Sterling integrity, of granite solidity, enthrones 
itself upon his brow, and beams from his piercing eye. 

We were disappointed in not meeting our old friend, Prof. Bid- 
dle-—a gentleman we have known and loved since our student days. 
We also failed to see the two young Professors, Meigs and Pan. 
coast, whose fathers were the friends of the writer. We desired 
to extend the heart’s warm greeting to their sons, in honorable 
memory of the distinguished dead—those noble men who have 
‘done so much for humanity and science. It is a pleasure to know 
that their places are occupied by noble sons, whose talents they 
transmit to science, and whose names they nolly represent. We 
were impressed more than ever with the thought—the principle— 
that high intellectual endowments united with high moral attzi- 
butes, are the only sure bases of character and tone in a medical 
—or any other—institution. Stripped of these, they shrivel and 
decay, shunned by all true men. Trickery, cunning and time- 
serving policy dooms an insti:ution to inevitable ruin; while high, 
noble and pure purposes bring a harvest of honor and success, 
rich in its results to humanity and science. 
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The Jefferson Medical College, like the University, besides the 
clinics of the institution proper, has great and peculiar advan- 
tages which are afforded by the numerous hospitals and charitable 
institutions of the city. We here purpose speaking of only a few 
of these, by way of showing these advantages : 

Pennsylvania Hospital.—This is the oldest bospital of Philadel- 
phia, and among its first board of managers appears the name of 
Benjamin Franklin. The hospital covers a square of ground of 
four acres. The object of its founders'was to provide relief for the 
poor suffering with incurable diseases—those arising from infection, 
or syphilis, &c., being excluded. Tickets for admission are free, 
and the clinics are held twice a week, being largely attended by 
the students of the medical colleges. The present medical staff 
is an excellent one—consisting of four attending physicians, four 
attending surgeons, and three resident physicians. It has a large 
library attached. It is said ninety thousand patients have availed 
themselves of the benefits of this hospital since its establishment 
—fifty thousand of these having been supported exclusively by 
its charity. . 

The Philadelphia Hospital.—This institution is situated on the 
west bank of the Schulkill River, within a few hundred yards of 
the new buildings now being erected for the University of Penn- 
sylvania. It consists of four buildings five hundred feet long and 
three stories high. A large farm is also attached, which is culti- 
vated by the inmates. It is believed to be the only hospital in 
this country in which the plan of continuous services of its at- 
tending staff is carried out. It is supported by the city, and is 
under the charge of a Board of Guardians. It embraces medi- 
cal, surgical and obstetrical wards, with a children asylum—also 
an insane department. The medical staff is composed of four 
physicians, four surgeons, four obstetricians, a pathologist, micro- 
scopist, and a resident in charge of the insane department. Each 
of these gentlemen is continuously on duty. Clinical lectures in 
medicine, sugery, and the diseases of women and children are 
delivered on Wednesdays and Saturdays, throughout the year, ex- 
cept in July and August. Different gentlemen of each class also 
receive ward classes for bed-side instruction. The members of 
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these classes are taken to the bed-side of the patients, instructed 
to.examine and prescribe for them as in their own private prac- 
tice, while the various methods and instruments of physical ex- 
plorations, including the clinical use of the microscope, are taught 
by others. There are also attached to the services of. this hospi- 
tal thirteen resident physicians—young gentlemen who, with a 
number of chemical clerks, are selected from among the graduates 
of the regular medical schools of the city, for the term of fifteen 
months, during which time they pass in succession through the 
different wards, in which they are thus enabled to profit by the 
most varied experience. The chemical clerks are chosen by the 
medical officers whom they assist, and possess opportunities for 
the study of disease nearly equal to those of the resident physi- 
cians. The hospital proper has seven hundred beds connected 
with it. During the year 1868-1869 5,882 patients were treated 
—241 women were confined. Out-door relief was given to 85,232 
persons. 

The arrangements throughout are excellent—making it one of 
the best institutions for the afflicted in the country, and a most 
desirable school for a student. It requires $250,000 annually for 
its‘support. The hospital staff, for excellence of character and 
ability, falls short of no other similar institution. Among these 
gentlemen our readers would. recognize the name of that accom- 
plished gentleman and physician, Dr. James Tyson, who for many 
months has been one of the corresponding editors of the Com- 


PANION, 
The Episcopal Hospital is located at Front .street. and Lehigh 
Avenue; is massive and of handsome appearance. This hospital 
draws its support from individual charity, and isa proud monument 
to the Christian. benevolence of its founders and supporters. It 
is under fine management, being conducted by a board of twenty- 
four Christian gentlemen, at whose head presides the Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese as the President, ex officio. The 
professional staff consists of four attending physicians, four at- 
tending surgeons, with eight resident physicians, and an. apothe- 
cary. The “ Hancock Ward” of; this hospital was founded by — 
bequest of, Miss Grosby, for the treatment of patients with dis- 
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eases Of the chest. This is a general hospital—no distinction of 
creed or color is made in the admission of patients. During the 
year 1860 nine hundred and thirty-seven patients were admitted 
and a large number of out-patients (7,392) prescrided for. The 
hospital at present has one hundred beds occupied. 

St. Joseph's Hospital is under the control and direction of the 
Sisters of Charity, and is supported entirely by voluntary contri- 
butions. It has apartments for surgical, medical and obstetrical 
treatment, and in addition to its public-wards, has rooms hand- 
somely fitted for patients who are able to pay, and wish to avail 
themselves of its great advantages of treatment, etc., etc. Pa- 
tients of all religious belief here find a cordial welcome and'tender 
attention from these Sisters of Charity, and can, if they desire, 
choose from any denomination their spiritual advisers, in their 
affliction, while, ‘‘ without money and without price,” their bodily 
wants are supplied. The medical staff comprises four physicians 
and four surgeons, with two obstetricians—an excellent body of 
medical gentlemen. 

St. Mary’s Hospital is under the supervision and control of the 
Franciscan Sisters, and sustained entirely by individual contribu- 
tions. It was founded in 1866, and since that time 1,910 pa- 
tients have received the benefits of its charity. The management 
of this hospital is not surpassed, while for ability and zeal the 
medical staff is not excelled. In its dispensary department, since 
its inauguration, 8,654 patients have been treated. Its medical 
staff consists of four attending surgeons and four physicians for 
the dispensatory department. We are pleased in having obtained 
the consent of Dr. W. W. Keen, one of their number, as a cor- 
responding editor for the Companion. Dr. K. is an accomplished 
gentleman and.an able physician. 

Wills Hospital.—This hospital is situated on Rose street, be- 
tween Eighteenth and Nineteenth streets, is finely located, with 
handsome grounds attached. This institution was founded by the 
late James Wills—bequeathing to the city a large sum for the 
purpose. Daily consultations are held for out-door patients, who 
come in large numbers to avail themselves of this charity. Reg- 
ular clinics are held two days in each week. The surgical staff 
comprises some of the ablest surgeons of the city. 
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The Children’s Hospital.—This institution is supported entirely 
by private subscriptions, and has accommodations.for over fifty 
in-door patients, with dispensary for out-door patients. A ladies’ 
visiting committee is a feature of importance. All poor children 
under twelve years of age are received, save those only who need 
surgical treatment, or have contagious diseases. The medical 
staff is composed of nine gentlemen. 


Charity Hospital of Philadelphia.—This institution is supported 
by individual donations—patients being required to pay a small 
amount for board. It is hoped, however, by the trustees, to be 
able.soon to afford urgent cases gratuitous service, Medical ad- 
vice and medicines are given gratuitously at the daily clinic. It 
is anexcellent institution. The medical boards consist of thirteen 
of the most accomplished medical gentlemen of. Philidelphia. 

Presbyterian Hospital is situated in West Philadelphia, and at 
present the hospital has been opened in temporary buildings al- 
ready found on the grounds. The new building, when completed, 
will accommodate 400 patients, and will form a hospital not to be 
excelled by any in the country. The endowment fund has already 
reached four hundred thousand dollars—three hundred thousand 
of which was subscribed by one gentleman. The medical staff 
consists of four physicians, four surgeons, four consulting physi- 
cians, two consulting surgeons, two opthalmic surgeons, two obste- 
tricians, and two pathologists. This hospital is open to all classes 
of people, without regard to creed or color. 

The University Hospital is being planned, and will be erected 
on a square of fifteen acres of ground, very near the Philadelphia 
Hospital. The ground was given by the city to the trustees of 
this time-honored institution, who propose to erect five or six of 
the handsomest college buildings perhaps in the world—which will 
enable the trustees and faculty of the medical department to in- 
sure instruction far superior to that now imparted in its old halls 
on Ninth, between Chestnut and Market streets. Students will 
not only have the advantages of this hospital, which will number 
five hundred beds, but of the Philadelphia Hospital, on the adjoin- 
ing grounds. Jt is gratifying to the alumni of the University, to 
see these evidences of progressive energy. As time rushes om 
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instead of remaining at a stand-still, jostled on all sides by young- 
er and no less active schools, the old University spreads out— 
keeping up in material progress with the rapid strides in every de- 
partment of science and successful teaching. 

In our next, we may speak of our brief visit to New York. 


KIND WORDS FROM FRIENDS, WITH COMMENTS. 





“What is the matter with Dr. Gaillard? He must be bewil- 
dered. If he thought the editors of the Companion did wrong,. 
or violated ethics, in publishing complimentary letters concerning 
their journal, why not discuss the points atissue? If he believed, 
from the evidence, that Dr. P. and the entire profession of Geor- 
gia (save about forty), had done wrong, legally, morally and pro- 
fessionally, in opposing the errors and irregularities of the Atlanta 
Medical College and its Faculty, why not discuss.the subject or 
subjects in a manly and dignified manner—that the readers of 
both journals might be benefitted? It is very clear, to my mind, 
that Dr. G.’s motives are not very commendable, or that he feels 
he is badly whipped in the controversy, and has not the moral 
courage to acknowledge it. If he has read the record, (and he 
ought to have done this before attempting his review), he is com- 
pelled to know that Dr. Powell was never expelled, or could not 
be by any action of the Faculty, and that he has never given an 
opinion or made a statement that has not been sustained 
by the Legislature of Georgia, the Trustees of the Atlanta 
Medical College, the Georgia Medical Association, and the 
Fulton County Medical Society. This record would also teach 
him that every statement made by this Faculty, in print, at 
least, has been declared, either by the Trustees, the Georgia Med- 
ical Association, or the Fulton County Medical Society, to be 
false. But I repeat my former advice, viz: to waste but little 
time on the charge that you were expelled, and its causes. The 
profession generally are satisfied on all these issues.” 


Our friend states his points clearly. The querulous editor of 
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Louisville has our sympathies. We always feel deeply for any 
man who, under whatever influence, chooses rather to caress his 
spleen than to frankly and manfully own a fault. 

Our correspondent has, probably, given the only true solution 
of the difficulty besetting the Louisville critic. He thinks he is 
probably “bewildered.” We would suggest, however, that he 
may be be-witched ; and, in all kindness, paraphrasing the words 
of inspired truth, we would mournfully inquire—“O! foolish” 
editor, what “hath be-witched you?” And the only response 
likely to satisfy the query is—Hasheesh! The strange and 
wonderful properties of hasheesh are well known. Hallucinations, 
with their self-glorying fancies, weaving gorgeous visions through 
the brain, deluding the hasheesh-eater, under the influence of 
this wonderful drug, are truly marvellous. A small bolus is swal- 
lowed—and what enrapturing visions marshal themselves into 
view! The duped soul revels in the strangest delusions of self- 
exaltation. He dreams of self, solely—wields a sceptre of imag- 
inary authority, speaking great words swollen with the weight of 
infallibility. He essays to ‘out Herod, Herod,” in an innumer- 
able role of conflicting characters. At one time he is the spirit 
and embodiment of a Chesterfield, strutting in self-robed gewgaws 
of imaginary ‘decorum and propriety,” discussing their rules, and 
outraging them in every act. He perches himself upon the seat 
of the law-giver, mourning over violated ethics, and dashes them 
petulantly to the ground when they come trouping in his way. He 
soars a very eagle in the upper ether of his frenzied imagination 
—fuss, feathers and all—and sadly laments the want of appreci- 
ation of his friends in their failure to behold in him the likeness 
of a “bug” or a “snake”—conditions suggestive of creeping and 
crawling, which some less conscientious mortals are wont to do, 
over the good names and reputation of their brethren. Woful, 
woful indeed, is the hasheesh-eater in the hasheesh state ! 

We can excuse the hasheesh-eater, erratic as he is, cutting such 


“ Fantastic tricks before high heaven 
As make the angels weep !” 


Like the poor Indian, who sought to ascribe his actswhen 
drunk, not to reason, but to whisky, so we soothingly pat the hal- 
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lucinated head of our unfortunate friend, and sob out—hasheesh ! 
It cuts the soul to the quick to see a friend in such a plight. 

We pity the hasheesh-eater. Who would not? Hasheesh takes 
aman out of himself. It metamorphoses a good man, whose im- 
pulses are noble and true, into the most wretched and querulous 
of mortals. It coagulates the milk of human kindness in a breast 
otherwise warm with generous instincts, and transmutes all gener- 
osity into vinegar and gall. It sours the mind with its acid 
phlegm, and begets the most loathsome and distressing mental and 
moral dyspepsia. The victim growls and snaps upon all men and 
events. It does this and more. O! how the “the world, the 
flesh and the devil’’ ought to pity the hasheesh-eater ! 

Yet strange—very strange—the hasheesh-eater constantly tor- 
ments his soul in solving one question. It looms before him ever. 
It will not down at his bidding. It distresses him beyond endur- 
ance. He cannot see, for the life of him, why all men do not fall 
down and worship him! Poor hasheesh-euter ! 

In the hasheesh state everything is a failure. Every medical 
man and journal in the land is a failure—every college is a failure 
—every editor is a failure—all, save one. The late President of 
the American Medical Association was a failure—the hasheesh- 
eater would not have been. The Association of editors was a fail- 
ure—he was not one of them. The National Association was a 
huge failure—he could have made it a success if he had only gone. 
Medicine weeps that he did not! ©! cruel hasheesh-eater, why 
did you ‘stay away !” 

Yet, amidst all this woe, one mercy is left the hasheesh-eater : 
He occasionally has a lucid interval. If the good genius of our 
poor brother—dearly beloved and pitied—should vouchsafe to be- 
stow upon him so great a blessing “ just now,”’ we would tenderly 
and affectionately whisper a word in his ear. 

Dear friend and brother, we condole with you. Here, take our 
hand, as we advise you—believe us, it is for your good. Now, 
brother, as we look you in the eye, we implore you, as you love 
your soul, to stop hasheesh. It is murdering your prospects. It 
threatens to make—yea, has already made—your name the syno- 
nym of growler, wrangler, and capricious meddler. It threatens 
to drive away many warm-hearted friends. It has made “ the 
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largest medical monthly in America” the most inglorious of 
*‘ pepper-boxes,’’—through which friends have been peppered; col- 
leges have been peppered; societies have been peppered ; associa- 
tions have been peppered—in fact, everything peppered, but the 
one idolized chief of the “‘ Pepper-Box.”’ O! the misery of hash- 
eesh folly! Why, O, why, infatuated editor, will you so use your 
“* Pepper-Box?”” Why not let it sprinkle in its legitimate culin- 
ary way, undistressed by hasheesh absurdities? It is, and has 
been a good “ Pepper-Box,”’ in many respects—in fact in nearly 
all respects, save only, when hasheesh abounded. Truly you 
know Yandell would not have been disturbed, and Mobile would 
have gone on in peace—from you—in view of your local sur- 
roundings, and that huge beneficiary list, with its ‘‘ Hippocratic 
Oath” and all—had not hasheesh prevailed. So, we beg you to 
stop it. It will ruin you. It will dry up the fountain of “ the 
largest medical monthly in’America.’”’ It will seal up the doors 
ef the medical institution of which you are the mouth-piece—in 
spite of its able faculty and good position—peppered to death by 
the universal, all-scattering ‘‘ Pepper-Box”’ in your hasheesh 
hands—riddled, lacerated, mangled, under the weight of that ben- 
eficiary list—the mighty swing of that ‘‘ Hippocrati¢ Oath,” and 
the wailings and laments of the. ‘* Pepper-Box,’’ in notes so dis- 
cordant to its practice on “cheap schools’”’ and ‘low fees !”— 
Hold up—we beg you! If not able—if hasheesh moves you be- 
yond your power—beg your colleagues to arrest the Sampson-like 
efforts you are making for the destruction of your common tem- 
ple! If they cannot—if the fatal habit has “grown with your 
growth and strengthened with your strength” to such an extent 
as to render their efforts powerless—then we pity you and them. 
In soberness and truth we say—brother dear and tender—they had 
better start you on your rounds again. From Richmond you 
came—from Louisville you may have to go. Like the Wandering 
Jew—on and on—you must tramp from city to city, from college 
to college (?)—‘‘ Pepper-Box” and all. In such a case, none 
could or would deplore your pitiable end more than your 
friends of the CompaANIon—Associates and all—an end whose only 
glory would be the long list of cities which had covered the title- 
page of “the largest medical monthly in America,” 
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‘J, too, thank the editors of the Companion for all they have 
said on ethics, and particularly thank the Lrother who suggested 
in the July number, “that the profession make a compact” for 
the elevation of medical education. His plan is the only one 
that will succeed, and I do hope every honorable physician will 
adopt it at once. It is the just plan—it is in accordance with our 
ethics, and unless it can be adopted, we had better abolish the 
ethics. It will not be denied that inferior schools are flooding the 
country with quacks and unqualified physicians, and that in many 
localities old and scientific men are being starved and driven out of 
the profession by these imposters. As our brother says, the ethics 
forbid our consulting with these characters; and why should it 
allow first-class colleges to recognize these little one-horse colleges? 
They have no right to recognize them. It is a violation of the 
ethics. It is unjust to themselves, to their educated brethren, and 
to the afflicted. There are a few colleges that have taken this high 
stand. I hope preceptors everywhere will advise, and see to it, 
that their students attend them. It is the only plan that will eno- 
ble the profession, advance the science, and protect its members 
and the sicke The Companion is the only independent journal 
published in the South. The profession will expect it to speak out. 
Don’t be afraid; the good men everywhere will sustain you. Itis 
essential, to sustain the interest and character of the profession 
South, that they have an independent journal. For the honor of 
the profession North, East and West, such an one must and will 
be sustained. So far the ComPANION has acted nobly in adhering 
to principle, and upholding the dignity and honor of the profession 
in every section—showing no prejudice or partiality—and we unite 
with our unknown brother, in his request to repeat its efforts, and 
“call upon the profession in thunder-tones never to allow any 
young man to become a student in their offices unless well and 
fully qualified by education and morals. And. never—no, never 
—allow any student to take even his first course of instruction in 
any but the best and most thorough colleges in the country.” 

The above needs no comment. We have requested our friends 
to send us paragraphs of such things as they are interested in, and 
we still invite them to do so. We are the friends of every institu- 
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tion North, South, East or West, that deserves the confinence of the 
protession, and will take pleasure in saying something good about 
them, as opportunity may present. Our advertising columns shall 
be open to all such ; and we may (as a matter of duty as journal- 
ists), notice others, to show their want of merit, and claims to the 
confidence of the profession. 





BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. 


LECTURES UPON DISEASES OF THE RECTUM, delivered in the Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College, session 1869-'75. By W. H. Van 
Buren, A. M., M.D., Professor of the Principles of Surgery, 
with Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs, etc., in the 
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, etc., etc. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. 1872. 

These lectures comprise the results of a number of years of 
observation by the learned author, both in hospital and private 
practice. He has succeeded in making a volume intelligible and 
practical. It will be found a valuable and convenient guide to 
the practitioner upon all diseases of the rectum. 


HeattH By Goop Livine. By W. W. Hall, M.D., Editor of 
Hall’s Journal of Health, étc., etc. Seventeenth Thousand. 
New York. Published by Hurd & Houghton, Cambridge: 
Riverside Press. 1872. — 

This volume is replete with directions for maintaining “‘ good 
health,” and valuable advice on “good living” as one means of 
warding off disease. The author says: “This book is to show 
how high health can be maintained and common diseases cured by 
‘good living,’ which means eating with a relish the best'food pre- 
pared in the best manner. The best food includes meats, fish, 
poultry, wild game, fruits, and the grains which make bread. The 
best cookery preserves the natural tastes and juices. As there 
can be no ‘good living’ without a good appetite, how to get this 
great blessing without money and without price necessarily, is 
pointed out, and it is hoped, in very clear and plain terms.” 
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A Hanp-Boox or Uterine THERAPEUTICS, AND OF DISEASES OF 
Women. By Edward John Tilt, M. D., Member of the Royal 
College of Physicians, Consulting Physician to the Farringdon 
General Dispensary, etc., etc. Second American Edition, thor- 
oughly revised and amended. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
1869. 

This valuable work is well known. The principal points devel- 
oped in the work: are: “Firstly, The paramount importance of 
hygiene for the relief and cure of diseases of women. Secondly, 
The constitutional nature of many diseases of women and the im- 
possibility of curing them without constitutional remedies.— 
Thirdly, The manifest reaction of uterine diseases in the female 
system, and the impossibility of curing many uterine complaints 
without surgical measures. Fourthly, The great value of thera- 
peutics to assuage and cure diseases of women, and the belief in 
the value of those remedial measures that are as old as medicine - 
itself—such as venesection, emetics and caustics.’ The work 
should be in the hands of every physician. 


PracticaL Mripwirery, and Obstetrics, Including Anesthetics. 
By John Tanner, M. D., M. A., LL. D., Member of the Royal 
College of Physicians, etc., etc. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co. 1871. 

Everything from the pen of the lamented Tanner bears the im- 
press of genius and learning, and the volume before us is no ex- 
ception to the rule. As a hand-book it will be found of great 
value to students and practitioners. 


Tue Correct PrIncIPLES OF TREATMENT FOR ANGULAR CuRVA- 
TURE OF THE SpingE. By Benjamin Lee, A. M., M.D. Phila- 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1872. 


This is a volume of seventy-five pages, and treats very fully 
and satisfactorily of curvatures of the spine. It is a practical 
little volume, and may be read with advantage by all practitioners. 


EMERGENCIES AND How To Treat THEM. The Etiology, Pathol- 
ogy and Treatment of the Accidents, Diseases, and Cases of 
Poisoning, which Demand Prompt Action. Designed for Stu- 
dents and Practitioners of Medicine. By Joseph W. Howe, 
M. D., Visiting Surgeon to Charity Hospital, etc., etc. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co, 1871. 
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A work so useful and practical in character as the above should 
be in the library of every practitioner. The copious title fully 
explains its scope and design, as well as its practical value. It 
affords instructive reading, and abounds with information which 
all would do well to learn. We commend it to the profession. 


TuERMic-Fever, oR Sunstroxg, By H.C. Wood, Jr., M.D., 
Professor of Medical Botany and Clinical Lecturer on Diseases 
of the Nervous System in the University of Pennsylvania, etc. 
Boylston Prize Essay. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 
1872. Through Messrs. Phillips & Crew, Atlanta, Ga. 

This is an interesting volume of 128 pages. It is certainly the 
most valuable contribution to the medical literature of sun-stroke 
yet given the profession. The author divides his work into 
four parts, each part being elaborately and scientifically discussed. 
Part I. embraces the clinical history of sun-stroke ; Part II., the 
nature of sun-stroke; Part III., its treatment; Part IV., the se- 
quele of sun-stroke. The volume is worthy of the study of every 
scientific practitioner, furnishing much valuable information and 
abounding with practical thoughts. 


Selected Obstetrical and Gynecological Works of Sir James Y. 
Simpson Bart, M. D., D. C. S., Liate Professor of Midwifery in 
the University of Edinburgh; Containing the Substance of his 
Lectures on Midwifery. Edited by J. Watt Black, M.D., 
Member of the Royal College of Physicians, London, etc., etc. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co, 149 & 551 Broadway. 1871. 
This volume contains “all the more important contributions of 

Prof. Simpson, to the study of obstetrics and diseases of women, 
with the exception of his clinical lectures on the latter subject.” 
The work consists of six parts: Part I. embodies Lecture Notes, 
of great value; Part II, Pregnancy; Part III., The Foetus and its 
Appendages; Part IV., Parturition; Part V., The Peurperal State; 
PartVI, Non-puerperal Diseases of Women. From the above, to 
those unacquainted with the scope of the work, its comprehensive- 
ness and value may be drawn—but faintly so. The work should be 
seen to be fully appreciated—as all the works of the distinguish- 
ed author must be, by the ardent student and scientific practi- 
tioner. 
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The Physiology.and Pathology of the Mind. By Henry Maud- 
sley, M. D., London, Physician to the West London Hospital, 
etc., etc. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1872. 

The aim of the author, as stated in the volume before us, was 
two-fold : first, to treat of mental phenomena from a physiological 
rather than from a metaphysical point of view; and secondly, to 
bring the manifold instructive instances presented by the unsound 
mind to bear upon th interpretation of the obscure problems of 
mental sciences.’’ Ten years of practical study has given its 
valuable fruits in the present volume. The work is divided into 
two parts: The first part contains chapters ‘on the method of 
the Study of Mind; The Mind and the Nervous System; The 
Spinal Cord and Reflex Action ; The Sensory Centres and Sensa- 
tion; The Supreme Cerebral Centres and Ideation ; On Emotion; 
On Volition; On Actuation; On Memory and Imagination.” — 
Part Second contains chapters ‘“‘ On the Causes of Insanity ; On 
the Insanity of Early Life; The Varieties of Insanity ; The Pa- 
thology of Insanity; The Diagnosis of Insanity ; The Prognosis 
of Insanity ; The Treatment of Insanity.” 

This rapid and imperfect survey of the contents of the work 
will convey to the reader its great importance both as a volume for 
reference and of earnest study. It will be a valuable accession to 
every medical library. 


Obstetric Operations, Including the Treatment of Hemorrhage. 
By Robort Barnes, M. D., London, F. R, C. P., Obstetric Phy- 
sician to, and Lecturer on Midwifery and the Diseases of Wo- 
men and Children at St. Thomas’s Hospital, etc., ete. With 
Additions by Benj. F. Dawson, M. D., Late Lecturer on Uter- 
ine Pathology in the Medical Department of the University of 
New York, etc., etc. Second American Edition. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. 1871. 

The value of this work is such as should place it in the hands 
of every student and practitioner. In the language of the author 
—one of the most accomplished obstetricians and gynecologists 
in this country—* the work will prove of the greatest value” to 
students and physicians, “ being, as it is, a most perfect text-book 
on obstetric operations by one who has fairly earned the right to 
assume the position of a teacher.” Coming from Dr. Dawson, 
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no higiier encomium could. be given any work or teacher. The 
work fully merits the judgment thus passed upon it, and will be 
so esteemed by every practitioner who may read it. 


The Management of Infancy, Physiological and Moral. Intended 
Chiefly for the Use of Parents. By Andrew Combe, M. D.— 
Revised and edited by Sir James Clark, Bart, K. C. B., M. D., 
F. R. 8., Physician-in-Ordinary to the Queen. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. 1871. 

This little volame cannot fail to instruct all who may read it; 
and though specially designed for parents, it will nevertheless be 
highly appreciated by the profession at large—touching upon sub- 
jects, which as physicians, are constantly coming before them. 
We cordially commend it to all. 





ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 





“THE CoMPANION grows better every number. We think, in 
our little village, there is but little room for improvement. It is 
almost all a busy practitioner could desire. Your advertising de- 
partment is the best, beyond any doubt, I ever saw. The profes- 
sion South will doubtless profit greatly by it; and we hope the ad- 
vertisers will also be much benefitted. I think it would be well for 
you to suggest, or request your readers to inform their druggists 
where they can get everything needed. We thank you, too, for 
advising us how and where we can purchase good books—we must 
have books.”’ 

We thank our friend for the above. We hope to improve the 
ComPANION, and to make it subserve the true purposes of its 
friends in every respect. We desire to make it, in its advertising 
department, what the profession so much nead—a faithful index 
to the first business houses of the country. Only first-class busi- 
ness houses shall be represented in its pages, and we trust they 
will he so fully represented that our friends may be able to supply 
their wants at any time by referring to its advertising columns. 








